The  World  of  Science  Tomorrow 

Centerforthe  Sciences  and  Pharmacy  Opens 

Western  New  England  College  unveiled  the  new  $40  million  Center  for  the  Sciences 
and  Pharmacy  on  December  14,  2010.  The  Center  ushers  in  a  new  era  in  the  College's 
history,  one  of  expansion  in  academic  programming  focused  on  the  sciences  and  phar- 
macy. Students,  faculty,  staff,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  welcomed  alumni 
and  local  dignitaries  to  campus  to  celebrate  this  much-anticipated  milestone.  Watch  a 
video  of  the  center's  construction  at  www.wnec.edu/pharmacy.  Our  July  201 1  issue  of 
The  Communicator  \A/\\\  showcase  this  exciting  addition  to  the  world  of  science. 
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1  RECENTLY  RAD  THE  PLEASURE  OF  BEING  WITH  FACULPi',  STAFE 
students,  trustees,  alumni,  friends,  community  leaders,  and  elected  officials  at 
the  grand  opening  celebration  of  our  new  academic  building,  the  Center  for  the 
Sciences  and  Pharmacy,  which  will  house  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  as  well  as  our 
existing  programs  in  biolog);  chemistr);  physics,  and  psycholog)'. 

This  has  been  the  largest  building  project  ever  undertaken  at  the  College,  and  it 
has  been  interesting  to  see  this  impressive  127,000-square-foot  facility  take 
shape  on  a  daily  basis.  The  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Phannacy  commands  a 
tmly  stnking  street  presence  on  Wilbraham  Road. 

It  stands  next  to  another  historic  stmciure:  Emerson  Hall,  the  campus'  first 
building.  It  is  indeed  thought-provoking  to  look  at  both  buildings  together  and 
then  peer  into  the  past,  pictunng  what  Western  New  England  College  was  like 
m  1959,  when  Emerson  Hall  was  completed.  Consider  how  much  Western  New- 
England  has  grown  and  e\'ol\'ed  since  then — how  we  ha\-e  transformed  from  a 
commuter  school  with  modest  beginnings  to  the  nationally  recognized  institu- 
tion we  are  toda)-. 

Now,  more  than  ever,  we  are  a  College  on  the  move,  committed  to  enriching 
and  expanding  our  academic  programs.  Our  dedicated  faculty,  staff,  students, 
trustees,  and  alumni  are  determined  to  propel  themselves  and  this  institution  to 
the  next  level.  To  be  sure,  after  attending  \ibrant  alumni  receptions  in  Pro\i- 
dence,  RI;  Washington,  DC;  on  both  coasts  of  Flonda;  and  in  San  Francisco, 
CA;  1  can  attest  to  the  sense  of  excitement  among  alumni  across  the  countr)' 
about  what  is  taking  place  on  campus  today,  and  what  we  know  is  possible  to- 
morrow. 

The  founding  of  our  School  of  Pharmacy  and  ol  our  recently  established  Ph.D. 
program  in  Behavior  Analysis  reflect  our  responsiveness  to  student,  workforce, 
and  societal  needs — and  illustrates  our  forward-looking  approach.  Guided  by 
our  new  Strategic  Plan,  we  will  continue  to  develop  new  initiatives  in  the  com- 
ing years  as  we  approach  our  centennial  in  2019. 

Western  New  England  has  always  used  its  resources  prudently  for  effective  and 
carefully  controlled  growth,  enhancing  our  academic  offerings  and  our  facili- 
ties, but  never  losing  sight  of  the  kind  of  personal  attention  that  characterizes  this 
institution.  This  is  a  place  where  the  best  features  of  a  university  intersect  with 
the  best  characteristics  of  a  small  college,  a  place  where  we  are  preparing  our 
)'oung  people  for  an  exciting  and  challenging  future. 

With  )-our  generosity,  you  are  not  onl)'  demonstrating  your  commitment  to  the 
betterment  of  your  alma  mater — you  are  also  pla\ing  a  key  role  m  our  dyTiamic 
journey  toward  the  realization  of  our  ambitious  goals,  and  I  am  grateful  to  you 
for  that. 


Sincerely. 


Anthon)'  S, 
President 


Capno 


Read  the  Presidents  Report 
and  the  Honor  Roll  of  Donors  at 
www.wnec.edu/presidentsreport 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 
JULY  1,  2009  -  JUNE  30,  2010 


See  how  your  generous 
gifts  help  Western  New 
England  College  deliver 
the  best  education  possible 
for  its  students. 


The  Annual  Fund  for 
Western  New  England: 

Your  Gifts  Help  Make 
Students'  Dreams 
Come  True 


1 

next  genera-  ff 


You  can  play  a  crucial  role  in  shaping  the  next  ( 
tion  of  graduates  by  making  a  Western  New  England 
College  education  possible  for  students  who  wouldn't 
otherwise  be  able  to  study  here.  ■ 

The  Annual  Fund  for  Western  New  England  helps 
us  meet  a  variety  of  needs,  including  scholarships. 
View  our  slide  show  at  www.wnec.edu/alumnigiving 
to  see  what  you  invest  in  by  making  a  gift — and  hear 
an  exceptional  rendition  of  the  Alma  Mater  by  the 
College's  Choral  Program! 
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"Charitable  trusts  are  a  win-win 
for  both  donors  and  the  College. 

— BobZiomek 


Giving  to 

Western  New  England  College 
By  Creating  a  Trust 

I  #  you  are  thinking  about  planning  your  Estate,  and  you  want 
I  I  to  nnake  it  easy  to  pass  along  your  assets  to  your  family 
I  I  or  friends,  "establishing  a  trust  is  an  easy  way  to  nnake  that 
I  I  happen,  and  you  could  save  a  lot  in  taxes,"  says  Bob  Ziomek, 

director  of  major  and  planned  giving.  "In  addition,  you  can  help 

today's  Western  New  England  College  students." 


Ziomek  explains  that  over  the  last  few  months,  the  Ad- 
vancement Division  has  seen  more  interest  in  charitable 
trusts  on  its  Planned  Giving  Website  (wAww.wnec.edu/ 
plannedgiving),  and  for  good  reason:  "They  provide  re- 
markably flexible  planned  giving  arrangements,"  he  says, 
"and  they  also  greatly  benefit  a  charity  of  your  choice." 

Charitable  Lead  Trusts 

in  a  charitable  lead  trust,  income  generated  by  assets 
placed  in  the  trust  is  paid  to  the  College  for  a  fixed  num- 
ber of  years  (lead  interest).  At  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
the  assets  pass  to  non-charitable  beneficiaries  (remainder 
interest)  named  by  the  donor — spouse,  children,  other 
family,  or  another  charitable  organization. 

This  is  called  a  "lead"  trust  because  the  charitable  or- 
ganization is  entitled  to  the  lead  (or  first)  interest  in  the  trust 
asset,  and  the  beneficiary  receives  the  remainder  interest. 

"This  is  an  extremely  tax-efficient  way  of  passing  as- 
sets to  your  heirs  while  making  a  significant  gift  to  West- 
ern New  England  College,"  says  Ziomek. 


Remainder  Trusts 

A  charitable  remainder  trust  is  a  gift  arrangement  that 
enables  you  to  provide  an  income  to  yourself  or  someone 
you  name,  while  ultimately  making  a  contribution  to  a 
scholarship  or  another  cause  at  Western  New  England 
College.  This  allows  you  to  irrevocably  transfer  assets  into 
a  trust  that  is  managed  by  yourself  or  a  third  party. 

This  is  called  a  "remainder"  trust  because  the  charita- 
ble organization  is  entitled  to  the  assets  that  remain  in  the 
trust  at  termination  of  the  trust  or  at  the  death  of  the  donor. 
The  trust  will  pay  to  the  lifetime  beneficiaries,  that  the 
donor  chooses,  a  certain  amount  of  the  trust  each  year. 
Payments  are  normally  made  out  of  the  trust's  income,  or 
if  necessary,  out  of  the  trust's  principal.  The  final  remain- 
ing principal  amount  passes  to  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege at  the  end  of  the  trust  term. 

Whether  a  charitable  lead  or  remainder  trust,  both  op- 
tions offer  certain  advantages  and  Western  New  England's 
planned  giving  staff  are  ready  and  pleased  to  discuss  them 
further  with  you  and  your  advisors. 

"Charitable  trusts  are  a  win-win  for  both  donors  and  the 
College,"  says  Ziomek. 


If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  how  you  can  make  a  gift  to  Western  New  England  College  by  creating 
a  charitable  lead  trust  or  a  remainder  trust,  visit  www.wnec.edu/plannedgiving  or  contact  Bob  Ziomek, 
director  of  major  and  planned  giving,  at  rziomek(a)wnec.edu  or  at  1-800-325-1 122  ext.  2316. 
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Kristina  da  Fonseca  L'07,  Alexander  Kalife  L'07,  Francis  LaRiviere 
'78/G'84,  Kevin  Brassard  '83,  and  Debra  Brassard  at  the  Providence 
event 


At  the  Providence  reception:  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Trustee  Peter  Steingraber 
L'84,  and  James  Horan  L'84 


At  the  Washington,  DC,  reception:  Nebiyu  Feleke 
L'OO,  President  Caprio,  and  Michael  Yudin  L'91 


Judy  Villimaino,  Mark  Villimaino  75,  Carol  Gra- 
biec,  and  School  of  Engineering  Assistant  Dean 
Richard  Grabiec  in  Providence 


Tapleigh  (Fallon)  Niethamer  '00,  President 
Caprio,  and  Jason  Niethamer  at  the 
Washington,  DC,  event 


President  Caprio  Meets  With  Alumni 
and  Friends  From  Coast  to  Coast 


Alumni  and  friends  in  Providence,  Rl;  Wash- 
ington, DC;  and  San  Francisco  heard  firsthand 
of  the  latest  developments  at  the  College  from 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  and  other  College 
officials  during  president's  dinner  receptions 
last  fall  and  this  winter. 

The  atmosphere  at  the  events  was  one  of 
warmth  and  excitement  as  those  gathered  also 
had  the  opportunity  to  network  and  meet  with 
deans  and  administrators.  "I  cannot  overstate 
how  proud  I  am  of  the  Western  New  England 
College's  growth  over  the  years,"  said  Trustee 
Peter  Steingraber  L'84,  after  President  Caprio 
briefed  Providence  area  alumni  on  the  Col- 
lege's recent  progress,  including  construction 
on  the  new  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Phar- 
macy. President  Caprio  also  thanked  alumni  for 
their  continued  support. 

The  Providence  dinner  reception,  which  was 
hosted  by  Steingraber,  took  place  at  Wan- 
namoisett  Country  Club  in  Rumford,  Rl.  Also 
speaking  at  the  event,  attended  by  more  than 


40  guests,  were  School  of  Law  Dean  Art  Gaudio, 
School  of  Business  Dean  Julie  Siciliano,  School 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  Dean  Saeed  Ghahramani, 
School  of  Engineering  Assistant  Dean  Richard 
Grabiec,  Director  of  Athletics  Mike  Theulen,  and 
Steingraber. 

More  than  50  alumni  and  friends  attended 
the  president's  dinner  reception  in  Washing- 
ton, DC,  on  October  28,  which  was  held  at 
Petits  Plats  restaurant.  Speaking  at  the  event 
were  President  Caprio,  and  hosts  Stephanie 
Schlatter  L'07  and  School  of  Law  Dean  Art 
Gaudio,  as  well  as  Carol  Thompson  '09,  School 
of  Law  alumni  coordinator. 

The  president's  dinner  reception  in  San 
Francisco,  which  took  place  at  Kuleto's  restau- 
rant on  January  5,  "was  a  complete  success," 
according  to  Dean  Gaudio,  the  host.  "The 
guests  enjoyed  reconnecting  with  one  another 
and  meeting  others  in  the  Bay  Area  who  grad- 
uated from  Western  New  England  College." 


Katherine  Goepp  L02,  Stephanie  Duclair  L09, 
and  Assistant  Professor  of  Law  Matthew  Charity 


Attention  aiumni  on  both  coasts 
of  Florida  and  in  Boston:  meet 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  at 
alumni  dinner  receptions  in  your 
vicinity  this  winter  and  spring! 


FEBRUARY  16 

6:00  p.m. 

St.  Petersburg  Yacht  Club 
11  Central  Ave. 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 

Hosts:  Barbara  and  Leonard  A.  McCue  L'82 

FEBRUARY  17 

6:00  p.m. 

The  Seagate  Beach  Club 
401  South  Ocean  Blvd. 
Delray  Beach,  FL 

Hosts:  Mary  Rose  Ryan  O'Connell  L'81  and 
Trustee  Robert  Carnevale  '68 

APRIL  6 

6:00  p.m. 

Algonquin  Club 

217  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston,  MA 

For  more  information,  contact  Kathy 
Pappas  G'98,  director  of  alumni  relations, 
at  kpappas@wnec.edu  or  413-782-1478. 


i!/   View  the  photo  albums/slide  shows  of  these  events.  Look  for  The  Communicator's 
"Web  Extras"  in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wnec.edu/alumni. 
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•  is  made  up  of  moments:  the 

I     _  I  intersection  where  the  future 

JL»J  ill  1 1  Vr--  meets  the  present  and  tomor- 
row becomes  today.  Capturing  such  moments  of 
tradition,  connection,  and  illumination  in  photo- 
graphic images  provides  a  glimpse  into  who  we 
are,  where  we  come  from,  and  where  we  are  going. 

On  September  21,  2010,  a  group  of  profession- 
als and  amateur  student  and  staff  photographers 
captured  the  moments  that  made  up  a  day  in  the 
life  of  Western  New  England  College.  For  this  pic- 
torial we  chose  an  atypical  day,  a  day  in  which  the 
entire  community  came  together,  many  wearing 
school  colors  in  celebration  of  our  inaugural  Cam- 
pus Pride  Day  and  our  annual  Fall  Gathering  picnic 
for  faculty,  staff,  and  trustees. 

This  glimpse  into  life  at  Western  New  England 
College  offers  our  alumni  readers  in  particular  an 
opportunity  to  look  behind  the  scenes  into  the 
lives  of  present  day  students — undergraduate, 
graduate,  and  law,  and  the  dedicated  faculty  and 
staff  committed  to  their  success.  It  invites  every- 
one to  explore  how  college  life  has  changed  over 
the  years  and  how  much  remains  the  same. 

Moments  Later 


8:17  a.m.  Scott  Coopee,  assistant  vice  president  for  information  tech- 
nology, and  School  of  Business  Dean  Julie  SIclllano  '81/G'84 
In  Churchill  Hall 

8:59  a.m.  Construction  on  the  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmacy 

10:55  a.m.  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  Dean  Saeed  Ghahramani 
advises  a  student 

11:10  a.m.  Law  student  Paetra  Kaufmann  with  Michael  Johnson, 
assistant  dean  for  student  affairs  at  the  School  of  Law 


tzr 


During  Campus  Pride  Day,  the  College 
Community  saluted  student  leaders  and 
varsity  athletes  whose  participation  in 
cocurricular  activities  enriches  the  living 
and  learning  environment.  Vice  President 
of  Student  Affairs  and  Dean  of  Students 
Jeanne  Hart-Steffes  led  a  campus-wide 
celebration  held  at  Golden  Bear  Stadium. 

1:10  p.m.  School  of  Pharmacy  Dean  Evan  Robinson 

1:15  p.m.  Nicole  Copertino'11  in  the  Residence  Hall 
Association  Office 

1:22  p.m.  Jackie  Buczk'10  paints  The  Rock  in 
preparation  for  Homecoming. 

1 :47  p.m.  Trustee  Roger  Wade  and  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio 

2:05  p.m.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  meet. 


3:24  p.m.  Army  ROTC  Captain  Michael  Emma  teaches 
a  military  science  course. 


6:57  p.m.  Assistant  Professor  of  Sport  Management  and 
Director  of  the  Center  for  International  Sport 
Business  Curt  Hamakawa  L'84  moderates 
a  panel  discussion  involving  students  who 
attended  the  FIFA  World  Cup  in  South  Africa. 


Of  the  hundreds  Of  photos  Shot  that  day, 
°  ited  number  could  appear  on 


Web  ^  Look  in  the  left  column  at 

wnec.edu/alumnitov.ew 


WWW.N..   .  I  \(a 

more  photos  Of  A  Day  in  the  Life 
of  Western  New  England  College 


COMMAND 

Air  Force  Brigadier  General  Joseph  S.  Ward  Jr  G'90  Brings  His  Leadership  Skills  Back  to  the  Pentagon 

PERFORMANCE 

Every  military  mind  has  a  strong  opinion  on  what  it  takes  to  become  an  effective  leader. 
Are  leaders  born  to  lead,  or  can  leadership  be  taught?  General  George  S.  Patton  Jr 
insisted  that  some  people,  including  him,  are  natural  leaders.  But  General  and  former 
President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  thought  just  the  opposite.  He  believed  that  leadership 
qualities  are  acquired  through  "studious  reflection  and  practice." 
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Air  Force  Brigadier  General  Joseph  S.  Ward  Jr.  G'90  likes  ll<e's  views 
on  this  subject.  He  thinl<s  that  leadership  can  indeed  be  developed. 
"Some  may  be  a  little  more  natural  at  it  than  others,"  he  says,  "but 
what  I've  seen  over  my  27  years  in  the  military  is  that  no  matter  what 
your  level  of  natural  talent  is,  every  leader  can  improve." 

A  1990  graduate  of  the  Western  New  England  College  MBA  pro- 
gram. Ward  knows  whereof  he  speaks.  Since  his  first  military  assign- 
ment in  1984  as  a  budget  analyst  at  the  Air  Force's  Electronic  Systems 
Division  at  Hanscom  (MA)  Air  Force  Base,  he  has  risen  steadily  through 
the  officer  ranks  to  become  a  top-level  military  financial  manager. 

Until  recently,  Ward  was  the  comptroller  at  the  Air  Force  Materiel 
Command  (AFMC)  Headquarters  at  Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
in  Ohio.  In  that  position  he  led  the  financial  planning  and  fiscal  exe- 
cution of  the  Air  Force's  research,  development,  test,  acquisition,  and 
sustainment  programs.  He  also  oversaw  3,000  professional  financial 
managers  providing  vital  services  supporting  the  command's  units 
worldwide,  including  10  major  bases. 

Last  summer,  however,  he  was  reassigned  to  the  Pentagon.  It's 
familiar  ground  for  Ward  who  worked  there  12  years  ago  as  a  budget 
analyst  and  action  officer.  In  his  return  to  our  nation's  capital  he  is 
now  director,  budget  operations  and  personnel,  at  the  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  for  Financial  Management  and 
Comptroller. 

Ward  is  now  responsible  for  planning  and  directing  execution  of 
the  Air  Force's  operations  and  maintenance,  as  well  as  military  per- 
sonnel budgets  totaling  more  than  $56  billion  annually.  He  leads  a 
staff  of  50  military  and  civilian  budget  professionals  who  develop 
readiness  and  personnel  budgets  for  the  Air  Force.  Once  appropria- 
tions are  enacted,  he  oversees  the  execution  of  the  financial  re- 
sources necessary  to  operate  76  Air  Force  installations  worldwide 
and  pay  330,000  Air  Force  personnel. 

Efficiency  and  Modernization  Initiative 

Ward's  primary  mission  is  to  achieve  some  efficiencies  that  Secre- 
tary of  Defense  Robert  Gates  has  tasked  the  armed  services  to  ac- 
complish in  the  next  five  years.  Money  saved  with  this  initiative  will 
go  back  into  funding  necessary  military  capabilities,  including  the  up- 
grading of  equipment. 

"We're  looking  internally  to  find  ways  to  reduce  our  overhead  costs 
and  our  administrative  costs  and  reinvest  them  in  modernizing  our  ag- 
ing equipment,"  explains  Ward.  "For  example,  the  B-52s  that  we're 
flying  today  were  built  in  the  '50s  and  '60s."  In  fact,  most  of  today's 
pilots  are  flying  airplanes  that  were  built  long  before  they  were  born. 
"Some  of  them  are  flying  airplanes  that  their  fathers  flew!"  says 
Ward.  "They  were  built  well,  and  they're  still  safe  because  they've  gone 
through  numerous  modifications,  but  it's  time  for  something  newer." 

Making  Air  Force  operations  considerably  more  efficient  will  re- 
quire superb  financial  management  and  leadership  skills,  and  Ward 
is  more  than  up  for  the  task.  "In  my  new  assignment  at  the  Pentagon, 
my  approach  remains  the  same,"  he  says.  "Ever  since  I  was  a  lieu- 
tenant, my  philosophy  has  been,  first  and  foremost,  to  be  a  positive 
influence  on  the  organization — and  to  begin  each  day  with  a  positive 
outlook.  As  the  saying  goes,  'Good  attitudes  can't  be  taught,  but  they 
can  be  caught.'  A  positive  mental  outlook  is  contagious  and  can  be 
a  force  multiplier." 

The  second  goal  Ward  strives  for  in  every  assignment  is  to  make 
some  measurable  improvement  in  a  unit's  operations — to  leave  it  in 
better  shape  than  he  found  it.  "Having  a  set  of  meaningful  metrics 
has  helped,"  he  says.  "Metrics  highlighting  areas  needing  improve- 


ment have  kept  me  abreast  of  performance  trends." 

In  running  a  large  and  complex  organization.  Ward  focuses  first 
on  alignment.  "It's  just  like  the  old  Lionel  train  set  I  had  as  a  kid,"  he 
says,  "in  order  for  the  train  to  run  properly,  all  of  the  pieces  of  the 
track  had  to  be  connected  and  snapped  into  place.  So  everyone  has 
to  be  on  the  same  page — in  tune  with  one  another."  He  says  that 
communication  is  also  key.  "When  managing  a  large  enterprise,  you 
must  have  a  clear  vision  of  what  you  want  to  accomplish,  and  get  the 
message  out  to  all  levels  of  the  organization,  and  communicate  your 
key  messages  repeatedly  to  reach  new  personnel." 

Teaching  Leadersiiip 

Just  as  important,  he  says,  is  taking  the  time  to  teach  leadership  to  sub- 
ordinates, because  leaders  are  molded  gradually,  over  time  and 
through  deliberate  effort.  With  apologies  to  General  Patton,  people 
aren't  preordained  leaders  at  birth.  They  need  to  develop  skills. 

"Job  one  of  any  senior  leader  is  to  train  our  successors,"  says 
Ward.  "We  need  leaders  at  all  levels  throughout  the  organization. 
Eventually,  all  of  us  currently  serving  in  the  military  will  retire.  It's  the 
senior  leader's  responsibility  to  ensure  our  next  generation  of  lead- 
ers will  be  ready  when  the  bell  sounds." 

Ward,  who  admits  an  obsession  with  professional  development, 
credits  his  MBA  at  Western  New  England  College  with  being  the  cat- 
alyst in  helping  him  get  off  to  a  great  start  in  the  Air  Force.  "During 
my  first  assignment  at  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base,  the  College  had  a 
strong  affiliation  with  the  base  and  offered  classes  in  the  evenings 
and  weekends.  It  was  the  perfect  match  for  me." 

Ward's  career  has  brought  him  a  variety  of  positions  across  the 
country,  including  Hawaii,  where  he  was  chief  financial  officer  for  the 
U.S.  Pacific  Command.  He  has  also  had  assignments  overseas 
(Deputy  Commander,  48th  Mission  Support  Group,  Royal  Air  Force, 
Lakenheath,  England).  Of  course,  the  military  lifestyle  presents  a  cer- 
tain challenge — picking  up  and  moving  every  three  years  isn't  easy. 
"Actually,  it's  much  easier  on  the  military  member  than  it  is  on  the 
families  involved,"  he  says.  Ward  has  been  married  to  his  wife, 
Jennifer,  for  25  years.  His  oldest  son,  Matthew,  is  a  freshman  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut.  His  youngest  son,  Ryan,  is  a  freshman  at 
Battlefield  High  School  in  Haymarket,  VA. 

"I  was  very  fortunate  to  have  married  the  daughter  of  a  retired  Air 
Force  chief,  so  she  knew  firsthand  what  she  was  getting  herself 
into,"  says  the  native  of  Groton,  CT.  "But  it's  challenging  for  kids  as 
they  get  older  and  their  friendships  become  more  important,  partic- 
ularly during  high  school.  That  said,  my  kids  have  had  an  amazing 
life,  their  passports  are  chock  full  of  stamps  indicating  their  rich  and 
rewarding  experiences  from  many  different  countries.  As  a  result, 
they  have  a  much  broader  perspective  on  things  that  cannot  be 
taught  in  the  classroom." 

As  Ward  rolls  up  his  sleeves  and  gets  to  work  on  his  latest 
assignment — one  he  knows  is  an  enormous  task — he  is  confident 
that  he  will  get  it  done  right  because  he  knows  that  successful  lead- 
ership isn't  all  that  complicated.  He  occasionally  gives  talks  on  the 
subject,  and  he  stresses  the  importance  of  a  new  concept  called  ser- 
vant leadership,  which  emphasizes  service  to  others.  "No  matter 
what  your  occupation  is — military  officer,  CEO  in  private  industry,  or 
manager  of  a  restaurant — the  key  to  being  a  successful  leader  is  sim- 
ply to  help  others,"  he  says.  "I've  always  believed  that  if  I  took  care 
of  the  troops  they  would  in  turn  take  care  of  the  mission,  and  that 
simple  philosophy  has  served  me  well.  I  know  it  will  continue  to  do 
so  in  the  future." 
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V 


College  Marches  in  10th  Annual  Caribbean  Festival  Parade 

In  one  of  Springfield's  most  colorful  celebrations,  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio, 
student-athletes,  representatives  from  the  College's  Department  of  Public  Safety,  and  Golden 
Bear  celebrated  with  the  city's  Caribbean  community  as  they  marched  in  the  10th  Annual 
Caribbean  Festival  Parade.  The  event,  which  was  held  in  August  as  part  of  the  city's  10th  Annual 
Caribbean  Festival,  gave  members  of  the  Western  New  England  family  an  opportunity  to  enjoy 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  Caribbean  culture  as  they  displayed  their  Golden  Bear  pride. 


Biomedical  Engineering  Summer  Program 
Attracts  Elite  High  School  Students 

Last  summer,  a  group  of  27  stu- 
dents from  16  states  chose  to 
take  a  week  out  of  their  vaca- 
tion break  and  spend  it  at  the 
Western  New  England  College 
Biomedical  Engineering  Pro- 
gram for  Elite  High  School  Stu- 
dents. During  the  week  of  July 
19-26,  the  high  school  students 
had  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
hands-on  experience  in  the 
field  of  biomedical  engineering. 
The  program  was  designed  to  introduce  students  to  this  rapidly  emerging  dis- 
cipline. Students  spent  the  week  on  campus  performing  lab  experiments  in  var- 
ious areas  including  biomaterials,  cell  and  tissue  engineering,  sports  biome- 
chanics, robotic  surgery,  and  neural  engineering.  One  day,  they  traveled  to  Six 
Flags  New  England  to  solve  a  mystery  and  explore  the  response  of  the  human 
body  to  acceleration.  Read  more  about  this  story  at  www.wnec.edu/bme. 


Faculty  Gain  Broader  Audience 
Through  WAMC  Academic  Minute 

Western  New  England  College  professors  will  be  taking  the 
leap  from  addressing  a  small  classroom  to  speaking  to 
the  vast  listenership  of  WAMC  Northeast  Public  Radio  as  the 
College  has  become  one  of  the  charter  contributors  to  a 
new  daily  segment  called  The  Academic  Minute.  The  seg- 
ment, which  features  professors  from  Western  New  England 
College  as  well  as  a  range  of  instructors  from  institutions 
across  the  country,  is  an  opportunity  for  leading  experts  to 
explain  their  research  and  discoveries  to  engaged  audiences. 
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David  M.  Baker 


Kam  L.  Capoccia 


Izabela  A.  Collier 


Daniel  R.  Kennedy 


Pharmacy  Faculty 
Grows  as  Center  for 
the  Sciences  and 
Pharmacy  Opens 

President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  ap- 
pointed eight  new  members  to  the 
Pharmacy  faculty  including  Assistant 
Professor  of  Pharmacy  Administration 
David  M.  Baker,  Clinical  Associate 
Professor  of  Pharmacy  Kam  L.  Capoc- 
cia, Clinical  Assistant  Professor  of 
Pharmacy  Practice  Izabela  A.  Collier, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Pharmacology 
Daniel  R.  Kennedy,  Assistant  Profes- 
sor of  Pharmacology  Clinton  Mathias, 
Clinical  Assistant  Professor  of  Phar- 
macy Practice,  Informatics  Eric  C.  Ne- 
mec  II,  Assistant  Professor  of  Phar- 
maceutics Shabnam  N.  Sani,  and 
Assistant  Professor  of  Medicinal 
Chemistry  Raghunandan  Yendapally. 

Our  summer  201 1  issue  of  The  Com- 
municator provide  a  behind  the 
scenes  look  at  the  new  Center  for  the 
Sciences  and  Pharmacy. 


Clinton  Mathias 


Eric  C.  Nemec 


Shabnam  N.  Sani 


Raghunandan 
Yendapally 


Student  Service  Recognized  with 
President's  Volunteer  Service  Award 

Western  New  England  College  has  been  awarded  the 
Bronze  level  President's  Volunteer  Service  Award  for 
efforts  conducted  by  student  volunteers  during  an 
Alternative  Spring  Break  trip  last  March.  The  students 
volunteered  at  the  Shawnee  National  Forest  in  Mur- 
physboro,  IL,  where  they  focused  on  environmental 
restoration  and  preservation.  This  group  was  one  of 
three  teams  that  spent  their  spring  break  on  service 
projects.  The  College  also  sponsored  a  team  that  trav- 
eled to  the  Appalachian  South  Folklife  Center  in 
Pipestem,  WV,  and  a  third  team  that  went  to  Camp 
Vacamas  in  West  Milford,  NJ. 

The  President's  Volunteer  Service  Award  is  issued  by 
the  President's  Council  on  Service  and  Civic  Participation 
on  behalf  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  recog- 
nize the  best  in  the  American  spirit,  and  to  encourage  all 
Americans  to  improve  their  communities  through  vol- 
unteer service  and  civic  participation. 


Communication  major  Elizabeth  Walsh 
spoke  at  Convocation 


Convocation  Ceremonies  Welcome  New  Students 

The  beginning  of  each  fall  semester  kicks  off  with  a  celebration 
as  students  officially  join  the  campus  community  during  Convo- 
cation. The  College  opened  its  59th  academic  year  by  welcoming 
its  newest  members  during  the  ceremony.  The  School  of  Law's 
Convocation  featured  United  States  District  Court  Judge  for  the 
District  of  Connecticut  Alvin  W.  Thompson  as  the  keynote  speaker 
while  the  undergraduate  ceremony  took  time  to  honor  selected 
students  with  their  induction  into  Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  an  honor 
society  that  recognizes  sophomore  students  for  having  achieved 
academic  excellence  during  their  freshman  year. 

In  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio's  address  to  the  incoming  stu- 
dents, he  said,  "I'm  pleased  that  you  have  chosen  to  be  here  in  this 
community,  which  will  support  your  individuality  but  which  re- 
quires that  you  uphold  the  principles  that  will  ensure  that  the  very 
environment  needed  for  every  one  of  you  as  individuals  to  flour- 
ish will  exist  here  for  you."  Read  his  full  addressatvvww.wnec.edu 
and  choose  "About  Us." 

Judge  Alvin  W.  Thompson  and 
Dean  Art  Gaudio 


■1- 
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Homecoming 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


Alumni  Come  from 
Near  and  Far  to 
Homecoming  2010 


Hundreds  of  Western  New  England  College  graduates 
gathered  on  a  spectacularly  beautiful  autumn  day  to  cel- 
ebrate and  reminisce  at  Homecoming  on  October  2. 
Magic  seemed  to  be  in  the  air  as  fans  witnessed  home 
victories  in  all  the  varsity  games:  women's  tennis, 
women's  soccer,  men's  soccer,  and  football. 

Homecoming  Weekend  included  a  performance  by  co- 
median Hal  Sparks,  children's  activities,  tours  of  campus, 
food  and  hospitality  tents,  and  various  reunions,  such  as 
the  Campus  Leaders,  the  School  of  Engineering,  the 
School  of  Business,  the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
the  U&ME  (United  and  Mutually  Equal)  Dinner  Dance. 

New  to  Homecoming  this  year  were  daylong  demon- 
strations by  student  and  alumni  members  of  the  Martial 
Arts  Team,  Maui  Wowi  smoothies,  the  Student  Pride 
plaque  unveiling,  and  the  Brandon  Turbet  Memorial 
Homecoming  5K  on  Sunday  to  honorthe  memory  of  the 
2006  graduate  and  raise  money  for  the  Brandon  Filip 
Turbet  Memorial  Fund. 


Top  right  photo  (L-R):  Jayden  Premo;  his  mother  Melissa  DaCruz-Premo  '09; 
Tony  Vital;  Tony's  wife  and  Melissa's  mother  Anna  Vital,  an  accounting 
assistant  in  the  Controller's  Office;  and  Anna's  stepdaughter  Nina  Vital  '14. 

Middle  photo  (L-R):  Valerie  Romanello  '10,  Sean  Coletti,  Andrew  Topol  '11, 
Tom  Kanter  '10,  Jennifer  Marshall  '03,  and  Melissa  Kliesch  '11. 

Bottom  photo:  Kevin  Parma  '14  and  a  University  of  New  England  player  vie 
for  the  ball. 
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An  integral  part  of  Homecoming  is  the  athletics 
reunions  tradition.  Former  members  of  the 
women's  lacrosse  team  got  together  bright  and 
early  Saturday  for  a  morning  scrimmage  game 
against  the  varsity  Golden  Bears,  and  then  en- 
oyed  brunch  at  the  Downes  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame.  Michelle  DeBellis  '09  drove  all  the  way 
from  Wantagh,  NY,  on  Long  Island,  a  trip  that 
would  normally  have  taken  two-and-a-half 
hours.  Instead,  with  traffic  and  highway  con- 
struction, it  was  a  four-and-a-half-hour  journey. 
"It  was  worth  it,"  she  said.  "It's  great  to  see  my 
teammates  and  friends.  Look  at  how  many  of  us 
came  back.  We  really  bonded." 

Teammate  Stacey  Fredrickson  '09,  who  flew 
in  from  Miami  to  see  family  and  College  friends, 
pointed  to  her  classmates  and  said,  "I  hadn't 
seen  these  people  in  a  year.  It  was  about  time!" 

Former  members  of  the  baseball  and  men's 
soccer  teams  also  reunited  with  scrimmage 
games  and  picnic  lunches. 

Friday's  inductees  to  the  Downes  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  were  Tim  Sullivan  '81  (wrestling), 
Ryan  Nolan  '97  (men's  lacrosse),  Marvin  Lang- 
ley  '02  (football,  men's  lacrosse),  Brenda  Post 
'03  (women's  volleyball).  Norm  Leclerc  (con- 
tributor), and  the  2005  men's  soccer  team. 


(L-R)  Gordon  Glass  76,  Walter  Bush  77,  Steve  Weber  77,  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio, 
Theresa  Hill  '76,  Rev.  Clarence  Knight  75,  Veronica  Knight,  and  Andrew  Leslie  '75 
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Homecoming 


Talia  Mosley  '13  greets  friends  on  Golden  Bear  Boulevard. 


(L-R)  Assistant  Men's  Lacrosse  Coach  Stephen  Toomy '09,  Kelly  Jerzyk '10, 
Psychology  Department  Staff  Assistant  Mary  Dion  '10,  and  School  of  Engi- 
neering Staff  Assistant  Colleen  Whalen  '10. 


Extra!/  View  the  Homecoming  video,  as  well  as  photo  albums/slideshows  of  the  festivities. 

Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wnec.edu/alumni 


Campus  Events  Coordinator  Assistant  Crystal  Barnes  '06/L'10,  Sandy  Coombs  '05, 
Chase  Coombs,  and  Brian  Coombs  '06. 
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To  keep  our  readers  apprised  of  progress  in  the  implementation  of  Western 
New  England  College's  Strategic  Plan:  Individual  Focus.  Global  Perspectives. 
A  Personal  Approach  to  a  University  Education  2009-2018,  in  each  issue  of 
The  Communicator,  we  share  with  you  examples  of  how  we  are  acting  upon 
the  Plan's  eight  "Strategic  Directions."  Here  is  an  example  of  how  we  are 
responding  to  "Direction  One." 


DIRECTION  ONE:  Focus  on  multiple  aspects  of  the  development 
of  the  whole  student. 


Our  goal  is  to  graduate  students  who  are  not  only  prepared  to  make  a 
living,  but  also  educated  to  enjoy  a  richly  rewarding  life.  Integrated  into  the 
fabric  of  our  institutional  culture  is  a  network  of  support  and  mentorship  that 
helps  students  to  develop  talents  and  interests  to  the  fullest.  Through  a  con- 
tinually evolving  curriculum,  experiential  learning  opportunities,  travel  ini- 
tiatives, environmental  stewardship,  and  exposure  to  the  arts,  we  lay  the 
foundation  for  students  to  become  leaders  in  their  communities  and  citizens 
of  the  world.  ■ 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 

LECTURE 
CAPTURE 
TECHNOLOGY 


Takes  Master  of  Science  in  Engineering  Management  Online 


Dr.  Thomas  Keyser,  director 
of  the  MSEM  program 


Dr.  Julie  Drzymalski  will  be 
among  the  graduate  faculty 
who  will  be  using  lecture 
capture  to  teach  such 
courses  as  Supply  Chain 
Management  and  Logistical 
Production  Control. 


■  ■■■^yi"  fall,  engineers  seeking  to  advance 
lll^  Jf  I  into  management  positions  need 
IiILb#\  I  look  no  further  than  the  nearest 
computer  to  access  the  outstanding  graduate  edu- 
cation at  Western  New  England  College. 

The  30-credit  Master  of  Science  in  Engineering 
Management  (MSEM)  is  the  flagship  graduate  pro- 
gram at  the  School  of  Engineering,  and  an  essential 
credential  for  engineers  as  they  transition  from  tech- 
nical to  executive  positions.  Translating  courses  that 
include  a  mix  of  lecture,  class  discussion,  Power- 
Point, and  most  challenging  of  all,  the  execution  of 
mathematical  equations,  to  an  online  format  has 
not  always  been  easy.  Now,  through  a  technology 
called  lecture  capture,  graduate  engineering  educa- 
tion has  embraced  online  learning. 

The  move  to  include  entirely  online  engineering 
master's  programs  follows  a  national  trend,  says  the 
program's  Director  and  Chair  of  Electrical  Engineer- 
ing Thomas  Keyser.  "If  you  look  at  some  of  the 
biggest  names  out  there — Georgia  Tech,  George 
Washington,  or  Stanford — online  graduate  educa- 
tion has  become  the  norm,"  he  asserts. 

Currently,  the  College  has  tasked  a  committee  to 
select  the  lecture  capture  application  that  the  pro- 
gram will  use.  Such  technology  offers  benefits  for 
students  and  faculty  alike. 

The  lecture  will  be  captured  automatically  so 
that  the  instructor  does  not  have  to  be  concerned 
about  recording  it.  "It  will  record  both  the  instructor 
lecturing  through  cameras  within  the  classroom  and 
anything  that  goes  through  the  system  including 
PowerPoints  or  whatever  is  written  on  the  Elmo, 
which  is  a  digital  camera  that  essentially  works  like 
the  old  overhead  projectors,"  Keyser  says. 

While  other  institutions  may  charge  more  for 
such  online  learning,  at  Western  New  England, 
online  and  on-campus  tuition  is  always  the  same. 
And,  according  to  Keyser,  "Based  on  my  research, 
we  have  one  of  the  more  competitively  priced  pro- 
grams out  there." 

Students  can  elect  to  attend  their  MSEM  class 
in  person  or  watch  the  lecture  online  at  the  time  of 
their  choosing.  They  can  refer  back  to  the  lecture  as 
needed  and  download  the  audio  and  video  onto 


such  mobile  platforms  as  cell  phones  and  PDAs. 
They  can  post  questions  to  their  instructors  and 
communicate  with  classmates  on  team  projects — 
just  as  they  would  in  traditional  online  classrooms. 

However,  it  is  the  opportunity  to  capture  equa- 
tions as  they  are  worked  through  that  Keyser  finds 
most  exciting.  "Sometimes  in  engineering,  in  order 
to  demonstrate  some  of  the  concepts,  we  have  to  do 
complex  mathematics  that  may  take  me  a  half  hour 
to  go  through,"  he  says.  "That's  very  difficult  to  do 
in  PowerPoint.  Through  lecture  capture,  I  can  just  be 
writing  the  equation  and  explaining  it  on  the  Elmo  as 
I  go  along.  I  can  then  store  it  and  provide  it  to  the 
class  later  as  a  supplemental  exercise.  In  this  way, 
students  are  able  to  watch  the  thought  process,  and 
even  see  where  I  make  adjustments  as  I  go  along." 

Such  technology  also  allows  the  professor  to 
lecture  to  the  live  class  for  an  hour  and  then  let  the 
students  go  home  to  watch  the  remainder  of  the 
three-hour  class  online  and  ask  questions  electron- 
ically. Observes  Keyser,  "While  we  have  a  growing 
number  of  full-time  students,  most  of  our  part-time 
students  have  already  worked  a  full  day  before  they 
come  to  class,  so  spending  three  hours  at  a  lecture 
after  that  is  pretty  demanding.  I  think  this  flexibility 
will  increase  learning." 

The  new  online  delivery  model  will  give  students 
more  ways  to  earn  their  graduate  degree  without 
sacrificing  quality.  "The  students  all  say,  'I  prefer  to 
be  on  campus,'"  says  Keyser,  "However,  when  life 
gets  in  the  way,  many  students  appreciate  the  con- 
venience of  online  learning.  This  program  recog- 
nizes that  reality." 


Graduate  Study  at  Western  New  England. 
The  quality  you  know.  The  faculty  who  know  you. 

Choose  from  master's  degree  programs  in  education, 
business,  engineering,  and  more,  including  many 
combined  degree  programs. 

Learn  more  at  www.wnec.edu/graduatestudles. 
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SECONq 


FacultyFocus 


BY  BRENDAN  PAYNE 


N  ADDITION  TO  BEING  LEARNED  SCHOLARS 
and  caring  mentors,  Western  New  England 
College  faculty  are  also  active  practitioners  in 
their  fields.  Many  of  them  are  active  in  the  professional  community  consulting, 
advising,  and  conducting  research.  Assistant  Professor  of  Sport  Management 
Jim  Masteralexis  and  Professor  of  Electrical  Engineering  Kourosh  Rahnamai  are 
two  Western  New  England  faculty  members  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  their  fields. 


MAJOR  LEAGUE  AMBITION  Attorney  James  Masteralexis 


Jim  Masteralexis  is  an  attorney  and  a  partner  in  DialVIMond 
Management  Group  (DMG),  a  small  law  firm  that  represents 
about  20  current  major  and  minor  league  baseball  players. 
Founded  in  1993  with  his  wife,  Lisa,  also  an  attorney  and  pro- 
fessor, DMG  grew  out  of  a  legal  need  of  one  Lisa's  students 
and  Jim's  expertise  in  labor  law. 

"My  first  job  after  I  graduated  law  school  in  1989  was  ne- 
gotiating contracts  for  the  National  Association  of  Govern- 
mental Employees  (NAGE)  and  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Police  Officers  (IBPO),"  explained  Professor  Masteralexis 
who  was  the  starting  catcher  for  the  Division  I  New  Hampshire 
Wildcats  baseball  team  before  enrolling  in  law  school.  "Lisa 
and  I  met  in  law  school  and  got  married  in  1994.  Her  first  job 
was  as  a  professor  at  UMass.  One  of  her  students  was  drafted 
in  1992  and  needed  some  legal  help  with  his  contract  so  I  as- 
sisted him  with  it." 
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Professor  Masteralexis  recruited  his  first  client  the  follow- 
ing year,  a  pitcher  named  Billy  Hartnett  who  was  drafted  by  the 
Houston  Astros.  By  the  end  of  Hartnett's  first  season  in  Single 
A  ball  in  Elmira,  NY,  Professor  Masteralexis  represented  five 
members  of  that  team.  "It's  like  Lincoln  said:  'the  reward  for 
doing  good  legal  work,  is  more  legal  work,'"  quoted  Professor 
Masteralexis. 

DMG  was  off  and  running.  The  firm's  first  client  to  make  it 
to  the  majors  was  former  Montreal  Expos  centerfielder  and 
Greenfield,  MA,  product  Peter  Bergeron.  "He  was  called  up 
two  weeks  after  my  son  was  born  in  1999,"  recalled  Professor 
Masteralexis.  "1  drove  up  to  Montreal  to  see  his  debut."  The 
prior  year,  DMG  took  on  Lisa's  faculty  colleague  Steve 
McKelvey,  a  former  vice  president  of  corporate  sponsorship 
for  Major  League  Baseball,  as  an  additional  partnerto  develop 
the  firm's  marketing. 

DMG's  current  client  list  includes  Colorado  Rockies 
relief  pitcher  (and  former  Boston  Red  Sox  player)  Manny 
Delcarmen;  Arizona  Diamondbacks  Triple  A  pitcher  and  for- 
mer UMass  standout  Matt  Torra;  and  former  Red  Sox  farm- 
hand Charlie  Zink.  He  also  formerly  represented  Yokohama 
BayStars  pitcher  Tomo  Ohka,  a  former  MLB  player  for  the  Red 
Sox,  Expos,  Washington  Nationals,  Milwaukee  Brewers, 
Toronto  Blue  Jays,  and  Cleveland  Indians,  for  whom  he  once 
negotiated  a  $4.53  million  contract. 

Professor  Masteralexis  joined  the  School  of  Business  fac- 
ulty in  2007  teaching  courses  in  Sport  Management  and  legal 
issues.  "I  really  try  to  de-emphasis  the  war  stories,"  said  Pro- 
fessor Masteralexis  of  his  lecture  style.  "I  try  to  teach  students 
about  the  law  and  business  of  sports  first,  and  if  there  is  an  an- 
ecdote or  something  I  have  been  involved  in  that  illuminates 
the  point,  I  will  include  it.  The  value  that  I  bring  to  the  students 
is  that  I  have  negotiated  contracts  and  signing  bonuses  for  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Sports  is  big  business  and  these  are  significant 
monetary  contracts." 

The  recently  released  book  Knocking  on  Heaven's  Door 
by  Marty  Dobrow  follows  the  development  of  six  DMG  clients 
in  the  minors  as  they  try  to  make  it  to  "The  Show." 
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THE  FINAL  FRONTIER  Dr.  Kourosh  Rahnamai 


1 


^^^^^^^^H  "I  have  never  seen  anyone  go  back  there 

H^^^^H^^I  for  so  nnany  years,"  said  Professor  Rah- 
namai  as  he  reminisced  about  another 
W    "     "  summer  spent  in  sunny  southern  Califor- 

l^^l  nia  as  a  faculty  mentor  at  NASA's  Jet 
-'^^l  Propulsion  Laboratory  (JPL)  in  Pasadena. 
He  has  made  the  nearly  annual  sojourn  to 
JPL  since  1997,  including  a  yearlong  sab- 
batical in  2004-05. 
This  past  summer  Professor  Rahnamai,  a  longtime  faculty 
member  of  the  Department  of  Electrical  Engineering,  served 
as  faculty  mentor  for  the  Communications  Research  Group,  a 
compilation  of  15  undergraduate  and  Ph.D.  student  interns 
from  such  schools  as  MIT,  Penn  State,  Michigan,  Texas,  Wash- 
ington University  in  St.  Louis,  and  Western  New  England 
College.  Electrical  Engineering  senior  Laurence  Bodek  accom- 
panied Professor  Rahnamai  to  JPL. 

Professor  Rahnamai  is  one  of  fewer  than  20  university 
faculty  members  who  are  invited  to  JPL  each  summer  to  su- 
pervise the  nearly  300  interns  from  across  the  country.  "These 
students  are  the  best  of  the  best,"  said  Professor  Rahnamai  of 
the  interns.  "For  all  the  years  I've  worked  at  JPL  I  must  have 
dealt  with  students  from  50-60  universities." 

This  past  summer  Dr.  Rahnamai's  group  was  tasked  with 
creating  an  ancillary  component  for  the  $650  million  MoonRise 
project,  a  Phase  A  proposal  to  launch  the  first  robotic  mission 
to  the  moon  to  gather  rock  samples  and  return  them  to  earth. 

"NASA  allows  one  student  collaboration  to  be  attached  to 
a  main  mission  proposal  not  exceeding  more  than  one  percent 
of  the  total  budget,"  explained  Professor  Rahnamai. 

MoonRise  is  in  competition  for  approval  and  funding 
through  NASA's  New  Frontiers  Program.  In  2011,  NASA  will 


select  one  of  the  three  proposals. 
If  MoonRise  is  chosen,  mission 
specifications  call  for  a  2015 
launch  date. 

The  MoonRise  proposal  con- 
sists of  three  main  parts:  a  lander 
to  touchdown  on  the  dark  side  of 
the  moon  and  collect  samples,  a 
satellite  to  transmit  communica- 
tions back  to  earth,  and  a  return 
transport  vehicle.  Once  the  return 
vehicle  heads  home,  the  lander 
and  satellite  will  remain  func- 
tional. The  group,  working  with  a 
$6.5  million  budget,  conducted  a 
feasibility  study  on  adding  a  cam- 
era system  to  the  satellite  to 
detect  impact  flashes  from  me- 
teorites hitting  the  dark  side  of  the  moon,  an  area  that  is  diffi- 
cult to  study. 

Working  side-by-side  with  the  best  engineers  in  the  world 
and  the  top  students  in  the  nation  gives  Professor  Rahnamai 
an  inside  look  at  the  next  frontier  of  space  advancements.  "It 
exposes  me  to  the  latest  state-of-the-art  technology  and  what 
is  happening  in  many  different  areas,  especially  in  communi- 
cations research,"  he  explained.  "I  not  only  get  to  work  with 
communications  and  controls,  but  also  every  aspect  of  the 
spacecraft — the  mechanical  side,  electrical  side,  structure — 
everything.  Professionally,  I  bring  all  of  that  experience  and 
knowledge  to  the  classroom  in  the  forms  of  materials  I  teach 
and  also  in  the  form  of  getting  students  excited  about  engi- 
neering, aerospace,  and  science." 
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Student  Disability  Services: 

Ensuring  Access  for  Students 


BY  PATRICIA  GAGNON 


"We  all  gain  so  much  by  having  these 
exceptional  students  on  campus." 

Bonn!  Alpert,  assistant  vice  president 
of  Student  Disability  Services 


Curb  ramps  provide  a  smooth  transition  between 
the  road  and  sidewalk  to  ensure  mobility  and  access 
for  individuals  in  wheelchairs,  but  have  you  ever 
noticed  how  many  others  use  these  ramps?  Parents 
pushing  their  children  in  strollers,  people  who  move 
with  the  assistance  of  walkers,  bicycle  riders,  and 
skateboarders  also  take  advantage  of  their  conve- 
nience. Bonni  Alpert,  assistant  vice  president  of  Stu- 
dent Disability  Services,  sees  an  analogy  between 
the  way  curb  ramps  are  used  and  how  people  use 
the  services  in  her  office.  Both  were  designed  for 
a  specific  purpose,  yet  they  accommodate  multiple 
users  in  a  variety  of  ways.  For  Alpert,  Student 
Disability  Services  is  like  a  ramp,  helping  qualifying 
students  reach  their  future  goals. 

"All  of  our  efforts  are  focused  towards  the  goal 
of  ensuring  equitable  access  to  students  with  dis- 
abilities in  all  of  the  College's  programs  and  activ- 
ities," explains  Alpert.  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege recognizes  the  unique  learning  style  and 
individual  physical  needs  of  each  person  and  the  of- 
fice of  Student  Disability  Services  (SDS)  works  to 
ensure  equal  access  so  students  with  disabilities 
can  participate  fully  in  the  college  experience. 

Equal  access  to  opportunity  for  persons  with 
disabilities  is  guaranteed  under  Section  504  of 
the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act,  as  amended,  and  state  and  Col- 
lege policies.  Working  together.  Western  New 
England  students  and  staff  from  SDS  review 
disability  issues  and  academic  needs  to  discuss 
appropriate  accommodations  needed  to  assist 
the  student  on  class-by-class  and/or  case-by-case 
basis.  Accommodations  may  include  extended 
time  for  exams  and  papers,  peer  note  takers  in  the 
class,  exams  given  in  a  distraction  reduced  set- 
ting, audio  taping  of  class  lectures,  alternative 
testing  formats,  and  sign  interpreters.  Currently, 
SDS  serves  approximately  165  students  with  both 
lifelong  or  short-term  challenges,  including  stu- 
dents who  temporarily  cannot  write  or  use  stairs 
due  to  an  injury  during  the  semester. 


Amazing  Assistive  Technology 

The  overarching  responsibility  of  SDS  is  the  re- 
search, coordination,  and  implementation  of  strate- 
gic initiatives  to  assist  students  with  disabilities 
and  oversee  assistive  technology.  First-year  stu- 
dent Katlyn  Kress,  a  Biology  major  who  has  been 
blind  since  the  age  of  three,  was  faced  with  the 
challenge  of  how  to  complete  laboratory  work. 
Now  Kress  uses  groundbreaking  software  devel- 
oped by  blind  inventor  Cary  A.  Supalao,  a  doctoral 
chemistry  student  at  Penn  State.  The  software  links 
probes  that  can  send  digital  images  of  the  view 
through  a  microscope  to  a  tactile  image  enhancer. 
That  device  generates  a  raised  surface  image  like 
Braille  on  a  piece  of  paper  that  Kress  can  use  to 
"see"  the  microscope  image.  "When  it  comes  to 
disabilities  and  some  obstacles  to  learning,  some 
people  might  say  'that's  not  possible.'  I  think,  it's 
not  that  it's  not  possible.  We  just  haven't  thought 
about  it  yet,"  says  Alpert. 


An  Inclusive  Campus 


"We  all  gain  so  much  by  having  these  exceptional 
students  on  campus,"  says  Alpert.  "All  Western 
New  England  College  students  gain  by  being  a  part 
of  an  inclusive  and  diverse  student  population.  Fac- 
ulty strengthens  their  teaching  skills  by  being  able 
to  communicate  and  teach  to  a  variety  of  learners. 
And  the  students  who  utilize  the  assistance  of  SDS 
receive  the  accommodations  and  services  they 
need  to  gain  access  to  the  college  experience, 
which  they  have  earned." 

Alpert  recommends  that  students  register  as 
early  as  possible  in  their  academic  career  with  SDS 
so  the  two  can  work  together  to  arrange  for  appro- 
priate accommodations — accommodations  that 
can  provide  the  "ramp"  connecting  them  to  a  suc- 
cessful college  career.  "Our  office  is  not  synony- 
mous to  'special  education,'"  she  says.  "Our  pur- 
pose is  to  help  to  ensure  access  to  the  programs, 
services,  and  activities  provided  by  the  College  to 
all  qualified  students.  We  are  not  here  to  guarantee 
success;  that  is  each  student's  responsibility." 


Alex  Noga,  a  lunior  Information  Technol- 
ogy major,  gives  high  marks  to  the  SDS 
for  their  support  of  his  technological 
needs.  "SDS  has  given  me  every  tool 
they  have  at  their  disposal  to  help  ac- 
commodate me  with  my  learning  needs," 
says  Alex.  "Through  their  technology 
such  as  the  software  Kurzweil,  and  other 
accommodations,  like  extended  time  on 
tests  and  taking  tests  in  a  quiet  environ- 
ment, SDS  has  really  been  supportive 
with  my  learning  needs." 


Katlyn  Kress,  the  first  student  to  use 
the  new  assistive  science  software, 
drove  22  hours  with  her  parents  and 
her  guide  dog,  Faith,  from  Minnesota 
just  to  get  to  campus.  She  first  be- 
came interested  in  Western  New 
England  through  a  friend  who  was 
a  student  here.  "I  wanted  a  good 
science  college  and  it  turned  out  that 
this  was  the  only  college  that  would 
support  me  in  my  major,  she  recalls. 
I  came  out  for  a  tour  last  spring  with 
my  grandfather.  He  absolutely  loved 
it,  which  helped  convince  my  parents 
to  let  me  come  here."  With  her  first 
semester  behind  her,  Katlyn  says, 
"I'm  quite  excited  about  the  new 
Science  Center  and  working  in  the 
new  labs  there. " 
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"I  considered  other  schools,  but  chose  Western 
New  England  because  of  the  friendly  and  personal 
atmosphere,"  says  Maria  Kristic,  for  whom  the  SDS  office 
has  provided  special  formats  for  mathematically-oriented 
material.  "Small  gestures,  such  as  the  presence  of 
SDS  at  a  weekend  open  house,  made  it  clear  that 
disability  services  were  a  higher  priority  here  than      ■'jL  .  ^ 
at  some  other  schools  I  visited.  They  were  gen-  f\ 
uinely  willing  to  listen  to  my  suggestions  and  •  ^ 

concerns  and  do  whatever  would  be  necessary  to 
make  sure  that  I  would  be  on  a  level  playing  field 
in  my  classes." 

Maria  Kristic 

Senior  Economics  major 
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StudentSpotlight 


BY  DEB  WHITTEMORE 


Briana  Santaniello  '13 

New  Pre-pharmacy  Program 
Gives  Me  a  Chance  to  Shine 


The  idea  for  her  future  career  came  to  her 
the  old-fashioned  way — particularly  for  a  21st 
century  teenager — via  the  newspaper. 

As  a  sophomore  in  high  school  growing  up 
in  Springfield,  Briana  Santaniello  '13  was  a 
regular  reader  of  the  careers  spotlight  feature 
in  the  The  Republican  with  her  mom.  The 
day  they  came  across  a  feature  on  clinical 
pharmacists,  "I  knew  right  away  that  was 
what  I  wanted  to  do,"  says  Briana. 


"I  loved  the  idea  of  working  in  a  hospital,  of  having  the  patient  interac- 
tion without  being  a  surgeon  or  in  the  ER  all  day."  A  few  months  later  she 
happened  to  receive  a  brochure  in  the  mail  announcing  Western  New 
England  College's  Pre-pharmacy  program.  She  applied  and  was  ac- 
cepted into  the  College's  first  Pre-pharmacy  class  in  2009. 

"It  all  clicked.  I  felt  that  the  Mass.  College  of  Pharmacy  was  too  small, 
UConn's  program  was  too  big.  This  was  a  brand  new  program. ..this  is 
my  dream  school,"  she  says. 

Pre-pharmacy  is  a  two-year  program  designed  to  lay  the  math  and  sci- 
ence foundation  for  students  to  take  the  Pharmacy  College  Admission  Test 
(PCAT)  and  seek  admission  to  a  four-year  professional  program  leading  to 
a  Doctor  of  Pharmacy  degree  (Pharm.D.).  Students  who  successfully 
complete  the  Pre-pharmacy  requirements  can  take  the  test  and  apply  to 
the  College's  School  of  Pharmacy,  which,  pending  appropriate  approvals, 
is  slated  to  welcome  its  first  class  in  the  fall  of  2011.  The  School  is  located 
in  the  new  S40  million  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmacy.  Students  in 
the  Pre-pharmacy  program  will  be  among  the  first  to  use  special  labs  and 
classrooms  in  the  Center. 

"This  was  definitely  one  of  my  deciding  factors  in  choosing  Western 
New  England,"  Briana  says.  "I  loved  the  idea  of  being  part  of  a  brand  new 
program.  I  knew  that  by  attending  the  College,  I'd  be  exposed  to  so  many 
opportunities  as  the  first  class  here.  With  everything  being  so  new  and 
up-to-date,  I  am  that  much  more  excited  to  learn." 

Today  her  Pre-pharmacy  education  immerses  Briana  in  a  plethora  of 
biology,  chemistry,  anatomy,  physiology,  statistics,  and  pharmacology 
courses.  Over  the  past  year,  she  has  developed  a  sincere  appreciation  for 
classes  and  professors  that  make  her  work  hard  and  learn  more  than  she 
ever  thought  possible.  "In  my  freshmen  year  I  had  Dr.  Robert  Holdsworth 
for  Biology.  I  earned  an  'A,'  but  wow  did  I  work  for  it.  He  wanted  us  to  do 
well,  and  gave  us  many  opportunities  to  gain  more  knowledge,"  Briana 
says.  "When  professors  care  about  and  love  what  they  do,  it  makes  you 
love  what  you're  doing." 

In  the  midst  of  challenging  coursework,  Briana  remains  active  in  both 
the  campus  and  local  community.  A  commuting  student,  she  says  that 
she  is,  "Always  looking  for  ways  to  get  involved,  and  there  are  a  variety 
of  opportunities."  Briana  is  a  Biology  tutor  and  treasurer  of  the  Pre-med 
Club  on  campus.  During  the  summer,  she  teaches  youth  in  Springfield 
Parks  Department  vacation  programs  about  keeping  fit  and  staying 
healthy.  She  remains  a  monthly  reader  at  her  church.  She  also  works  as 
a  pharmacy  technician  at  Lewis  &  Clark  Pharmacy  just  across  the  street 
from  the  College,  where  she  has  the  opportunity  to  use  her  pharmacy 
knowledge  and  skills  to  help  others. 

"In  a  smaller  school  like  Western  New  England,  you  really  get  to  be- 
come involved  and  make  a  difference  rather  than  be  overshadowed  by 
so  many  people,"  Briana  says.  "I'm  so  happy  I've  had  the  opportunity  to 
get  into  this  program  and  shine." 

Her  plan  after  pharmacy  school  is  to  complete  a  two-year  pharmacy 
residency  that  would  afford  her  the  opportunity  to  teach.  "There  are  so 
many  directions  in  which  you  can  go  with  a  Pharm.D.  degree,"  she  says. 
She  can  also  envision  herself  working  as  a  pharmacist  in  a  VA  hospital. 

"Throughout  my  life,  I've  seen  many  people  close  to  me  get  very  sick 
or  very  hurt,  and  we've  spent  way  too  much  time  in  the  hospital,"  she 
says.  "Some  have  received  very  good  care,  and  others  really  poor  care. 
I  know  if  I  worked  as  a  clinical  pharmacist  in  a  hospital,  with  my  dedica- 
tion and  drive  to  help  people  become  happy  and  healthy,  I  could  make 
a  difference." 
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The  Alumni  Association  Trip  to  Provence 

Read  the  Biog  and  Experience  the  Beauty  of  the  South  of  France 


From  May  25  to  June  2,  2010,  several 
Western  New  England  College  alunnni 
were  part  of  a  group  of  22  people 
from  six  other  colleges  who  enjoyed 
a  breathtaking  trip  to  Provence  in  the 
South  of  France. 


The  verdict: 

tres  magnifique! 

Follow  their  footsteps  through  the  forested  region  of  Le 
Luberon  and  its  scenic  mountain  villages,  along  with  the 
historic  monuments  of  Aries.  Warning:  do  not  view  the 
photos  of  their  sumptuous  meals  and  delicious  desserts 
on  an  empty  stomach. 

Aix-en-Provence:  its  very  name  conjures  images  of  idyl- 
lic days  with  dazzling  light  illuminating  the  verdant  coun- 
tryside's sloping  vineyards  and  lush  olive  groves.  The 
wonderful  scenery  of  the  region  enraptured  Cezanne, 
Chagall,  and  van  Gogh.  Writers  have  flocked  here  and 
extolled  it  as  the  Great  Land  of  Inspiration  for  all  that  is 
French  and  fabulous.  If  you  haven't  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting,  experience  Provence  through  the  blog  authored 
by  Kathy  Pappas  G'98,  director  of  alumni  relations. 


Put  some  zing  in  your  spring:  in  2011 
the  Western  New  England  College 
Alumni  Association  will  offer  two 
trips  abroad. 

The  first  adventure  will  be  a  river  cruise  through 
Holland  and  Belgium  April  9-17.  Prices  will  range 
from  $2,645  to  $3,445  (plus  value  added  tax  and 
airfare)  depending  on  cabin  selection.  All  cabins 
have  an  outside  view.  Enjoy  the  beauty,  history, 
and  culture  of  these  countries  as  you  cruise  their 
waterways.  Experience  the  medieval  architecture 
and  unique  ambience  of  Belgium  with  visits  to 
beautiful  Bruges  and  Antwerp. 

The  second  trip  to  Tuscany,  Italy,  will  include  six 
nights  in  Cortona  and  two  in  Florence.  We  will 
travel  May  10-19.  The  price  is  $3,045  (plus  value 
added  tax  and  airfare).  The  travel  itinerary  includes 
a  cooking  lesson,  wine  tasting,  breathtaking  Ren- 
aissance art,  and  visits  to  the  charming  towns  of 
Siena,  Assisi,  Perugia,  Pienza,  and  Montepulciano. 

Look  for  more  information  in  the  left  column  of  the 
Alumni  Website  (www.wnec.edu/alumni)  or  con- 
tact Kristina  Oleksak  at  koleksak@wnec.edu  or 
413-782-1557. 


Read  about  the  trip  in  Pappas'  blog.  Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web 
Extras"  in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wnec.edu/alumni. 
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The  Survey  Says . . . 


Polling  Institute  Puts  Western  New  England 
on  the  Research  Map   by  mary  mclean  orszulak  g  io 


"Part  of  the  mission 
of  the  Polling  Institute 
is  to  raise  the  College's 
profile  in  Massachusetts, 
New  England,  and  eventu- 
ally nationally,"  says 
Dr.  Thomas  Vercellotti. 
He  is  quick  to  add,  "Equal 
to  that,  in  my  view,  is  edu- 
cating the  students.  With 
polling  experience,  cou- 
pled with  courses  we  of- 
fer in  polling  and  in  data 
analysis,  they  can  get  a 
solid  grounding  in  survey 
research  and  be  ven/  com- 
petitive candidates  for 
jobs  in  the  field." 


If  you've  been  hearing  our  name  in  the 
news  more  frequently,  that's  not  by  chance. 
Thanks  to  the  Western  New  England  Polling 
Institute,  your  alma  mater  is  becoming  a 
household  name  when  it  comes  to  surveys 
of  public  opinion  throughout  the  region. 

The  Polling  Institute  conducts  nonparti- 
san research  on  public  policy  issues  at  the 
local,  state,  and  regional  levels.  With  20 
state-of-the-art  computer-assisted  tele- 
phone interviewing  stations  manned  by 
student  interviewers,  it  provides  the  Col- 
lege's faculty  and  students  with  valuable 
opportunities  to  design  and  carry  out  pub- 
lic opinion  research.  The  Institute  is  also 
available  to  conduct  survey  research  for 
government  agencies,  news  media,  and 
nonprofit  organizations. 

"We  have  a  Board  of  Directors  from 
across  the  schools,"  says  Institute  Director 
Dr.  Thomas  Vercellotti,  a  member  of  the  Po- 
litical Science  faculty.  "Today,  the  Institute  is 
a  real  college-wide  endeavor,  although  it 
was  the  brainchild  of  Dean  Saeed  Ghahra- 
mani.  Vice  President  Barbara  Campanella, 
Assistant  Dean  Marilyn  Pelosi,  Professor 
Brad  Sullivan,  Dean  Art  Gaudio,  Professor 
Art  Wolf,  and  a  number  of  other  people."  He 
credits  much  of  the  success  of  the  Institute 
to  Dr.  Sullivan,  a  professor  of  English,  who 
established  it  in  2005,  and  to  Dr.  Denine 
Northrup,  an  associate  professor  of  Psy- 
chology, who  later  ran  the  Institute  solo  and 
then  in  collaboration  with  Vercellotti  until 
he  was  named  director  in  January  of  2010. 

During  the  academic  year,  the  Institute 
uses  randomly  generated  calling  lists  to 
conduct  surveys  on  political  races,  public 
policy,  and  quality  of  life  issues.  The  results 
of  the  surveys  are  disseminated  to  the  news 
media  through  the  College's  Division  of 
Marketing  and  External  Affairs.  The  data  is 
also  being  archived  for  faculty  and  student 
research  projects. 


"Ideally,"  says  Vercellotti,  "the  results 
are  published  statewide  as  we  want  to  es- 
tablish credibility  in  terms  of  our  expertise 
in  public  opinion  in  Massachusetts.  This 
helps  the  College  to  get  more  exposure  in 
Boston  through  outlets  that  have  carried 
the  results  such  as  WBZ,  NECN,  WBCN, 
and  the  Statehouse  News  Service." 

The  Institute  has  conducted  surveys  on 
a  wide  range  of  topics  from  healthcare  re- 
form to  casinos,  holiday  shopping  trends  to 
the  2008  Presidential  Election. 

In  the  process,  a  pool  of  about  200  stu- 
dents serves  as  interviewers  during  the  ac- 
ademic year.  Typically,  a  poll  employs  20 
students  plus  alternates  per  night  over  the 
course  of  five  nights.  Because  the  surveys 
are  generally  conducted  in  the  evenings, 
Vercellotti  serves  them  pizza  and  rewards 
students  with  the  most  completed  calls  and 
last  call  of  the  night  with  incentive  gift  cards. 
"Dean  Ghahramani,  the  Division  of  Mar- 
keting and  External  Affairs,  and  the  entire 
College  have  been  very  generous  and  sup- 
portive of  our  students  and  the  Institute," 
he  says. 

Above  all,  Vercellotti  has  great  respect  for 
his  student  interviewers.  "There  is  a  real  skill 
involved,"  he  asserts.  "You  are  establishing 
a  bond  of  trust  with  an  absolute  stranger  in 
a  matter  of  seconds  through  the  phone.  It's 
about  energy,  confidence,  and  respect. 
There  are  some  very  talented  students 
whom  I  just  stand  back  and  watch  in  awe!" 

To  learn  more  about  the  Polling  Institute, 
visitwww1.wnec.edu/pollinginst. 
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AthleticReunions 


BY  BRENDAN  PAYNE 


Baseball  Reunion  a  Big  Hit 

Alumni  spanning  four  decades  gathered  on 
the  Pat  Ricci  Field  at  the  George  E.  Trelease 
Memorial  Baseball  Park  on  October  2,  2010, 
to  take  part  in  the  Baseball  Alumni  Game. 

The  annual  event,  now  in  its  third  year, 
gives  alumni  young  and  old  an  opportunity 
to  lace  up  the  spikes  one  more  time  at  West- 
ern New  England  College.  As  part  of  Home- 
coming Weekend  2010,  Head  Coach  Matt 
LaBranche  welcomed  back  20  alumni,  in- 
cluding several  from  the  1980s. 

Following  an  informal  game,  in  which  all 
the  alums  got  a  couple  cuts  in  the  batter's 
box,  the  players  and  coaches  gathered  for  a 
picnic  lunch  in  the  Pine  Grove. 

Alumni  games  are  about  maintaining  a 
sense  of  tradition  and  honoring  the  people 
that  laid  the  foundation  for  those  that  fol- 
lowed, according  to  Coach  LaBranche.  "It  is 
generally  accepted  that  when  all  is  said  and 
done,  athletes  don't  remember  the  wins  and 
losses  as  much  as  the  shared  hardships  and 
revelations  along  the  way.  Staying  connected 
to  the  program  and  participating  in  alumni 
events  helps  to  maintain  the  special  rela- 
tionships that  were  forged  on  the  playing 
field,"  he  said. 

"The  Baseball  Alumni  Game  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  meet  and  reminisce  with  old 
teammates  and  other  Golden  Bear  alumni," 
added  Josh  Jacobs  '07.  "Living  in  Vermont, 
it  is  hard  for  me  to  connect  with  my  old  team- 
mates. What  better  way  to  reconnect  then  on 
the  baseball  field  where  we  all  had  the  best 
times  of  our  lives?  I  would  consider  some  of 
the  people  that  I  played  baseball  with  some 
of  my  best  friends  and  I  plan  on  staying  in 
contact  with  them  for  the  rest  of  my  life." 


Karl  Oliveira,  Tom  Tharion,  and  Tom  Nagle 

The  Game  was  a  special  reunion  for  for- 
mer teammates  Karl  Oliveira  '86,  Tom  Nagle 
'85,  and  Tom  Tharion  '88.  "The  three  of  us  are 
really  great  friends,"  explained  Karl.  "We  have 
kept  in  touch  since  college.  Baseball  is  what 
brought  us  together.  Two  years  ago,  Tom 
Tharion  had  a  massive  stroke  and  we  almost 
lost  him.  We  have  talked  about  going  back  to 
Western  New  England  prior  to  his  stroke  but 
it  never  happened.  After  his  stroke,  as  he  con- 
tinued to  improve,  I  talked  about  it  with  both 
of  them  and  they  were  all  for  it. 

"Tom  Nagle  and  I  did  not  plan  on  playing 
in  the  game.  We  wanted  to  spend  as  much 
time  with  Tom  T.  as  possible.  However,  it 
was  Tom  T.'s  wife,  Melissa,  who  really  con- 
vinced us  to  play.  We  both  played  in  jeans 
and  sneakers  and  both  had  a  hit  in  the  game! 
You  can  count  on  us  being  back  for  next 
year's  event." 

The  day  gave  Tom  Nagle  an  opportunity 
to  reflect  on  what  his  participation  on  the 
baseball  team  meant  to  his  experience  at  the 
College.  "First  and  foremost  I  was  able  to 
make  lifelong  friendships  with  former  team- 


mates like  Karl  Oliveira,  who  is  my  daughter, 
Sara's  godfather,  and  Tom  Tharion,  who  is  a 
true  story  of  courage,"  said  Tom  Nagle.  "Al- 
though playing  skills  erode,  the  friendships, 
laughs,  and  commonality  of  shared  bonds 
surely  endure." 

Tom,  Tom  T,  Karl,  and  many  of  the  older 
grads  were  very  impressed  with  the  George 
E.  Trelease  Memorial  Baseball  Park,  one  of 
the  finest  Division  III  college  baseball  facilities 
in  New  England. 

"I'm  totally  jealous!"  exclaimed  Karl. 
"What  we  had  in  the  '80s,  compared  to  what 
is  there  now,  is  like  night  and  day." 

"The  Trelease  Memorial  Park  is  a 
tremendous  facility,"  added  Tom  Nagle. 
"While  I  enjoyed  playing  at  the  former 
Suprenant  baseball  field,  it  can  not  com- 
pare to  what  the  players  of  today  enjoy." 

Coming  off  their  fifth  consecutive  NCAA 
Division  III  Tournament  appearance  and  sixth 
30-win  season  in  the  last  seven  years,  ex- 
pectations are  running  high  for  the  Golden 
Bears  in  2011.  Coach  LaBranche  returns  his 
entire  pitching  staff,  which  led  the  Golden 
Bears  to  a  34-12  record  last  year.  The  season 
opens  with  a  week  of  games  in  Phoenix  dur- 
ing Spring  Break  against  teams  from  around 
the  country,  and  then  the  Golden  Bears  re- 
turn north  for  league  play  in  The  Common- 
wealth Coast  Conference. 

For  more  information  on  the  current 
team,  visit  www.wnecgoldenbears.com. 
Alumni  looking  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
coaching  staff  are  encouraged  to  email 
wnecbaseball@gmail.com. 
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elebrates 


■  ■ 


Western  New  England  College  celebrated  its  inaugural 
Campus  Pride  Day  with  the  unveiling  of  a  new  logo 
located  at  midfield  of  Golden  Bear  Stadium. 


Dr.  Jeanne  Hart-Steffes,  vice  president  for 
student  affairs  and  dean  of  students,  was 
the  MC  for  the  event,  which  filled  the  stands 
of  Golden  Bear  Stadium  with  faculty,  staff, 
student  leaders,  and  varsity  athletes. 

She  lauded  the  efforts  of  all  student 
leaders  on  campus  in  promoting  school 
spirit  at  all  activities,  including  athletic 
events. 

Also  speaking  at  the  ceremony  were 
College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Board 
of  Trustees  Chairman  Kevin  S.  Delbridge 
77,  and  Golden  Bears'  Director  of  Athletics 
Michael  D.  Theulen. 

The  event  was  held  as  part  of  the  Col- 
lege's annual  Fall  Gathering. 

Golden  Bear  Stadium  received  the  face- 
lift this  past  summer  with  the  installation  of 
FieldTurf  playing  surface.  The  new  lines, 
markers,  and  numbers  were  painted  on  the 
field  in  August,  completing  the  first  reno- 
vation since  the  facility  opened  in  Septem- 
ber of  2002.  Golden  Bear  Stadium  is  used 
by  field  hockey,  football,  and  men  and 
women's  lacrosse  teams,  as  well  as  by  the 
College's  popular  intramural  programs. 


2010  Downes  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  Inductees 

Western  New  England  College  inducted  five  players 
and  a  team  into  the  2010  Class  of  the  Downes  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  October  1,  2010,  during  Homecoming. 
They  were  (from  left)  Mike  and  Marsha  Leclerc,  who 
accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of  Mike's  father.  Norm 
Leclerc  (athletics  staff  member  and  contributor),  Mar- 
vin Langley  '03  (football  and  men's  lacrosse),  Ryan 
Nolan  '97  (men's  lacrosse),  Brenda  Post  Killebrew  '03 
(women's  volleyball),  2005  Men's  Soccer  Team  cap- 
tains Tim  Larocca  '07,  and  Mike  Schnepp  '06,  and  Tim 
Sullivan  '81  (wrestling). 
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Golden  Bear  Coaches  Go  the  Distance  in  Triathlons 

Western  New  England  College  Coaches  Andrea  Daley  (swimming)  and  Sarah  Kelly  (field  hockey)  enjoy  active  and 
healthy  lifestyles.  But  their  commitment  to  fitness  goes  beyond  the  conventional  workout  regimen.  Daley  and 
Kelly  are  among  a  special  breed  of  athlete:  triathletes.  Over  the  years,  Daley  and  Kelly  have  participated  in  several 
of  the  grueling  races  that  consist  of  swimming,  running,  and  biking  components.  The  perspective  gained  from 
these  experiences  helps  them  to  motivate  the  student-athletes  they  seek  to  inspire.  This  fall,  both  coaches  took 
time  out  to  talk  about  the  challenges  and  triumphs  of  these  experiences. 


Andrea  Daley  Enjoys 
Competition  and  Supporting 
a  Good  Cause 


Daley  finished  23rd  among  the  1,584  par- 
ticipants after  placing  third  in  her  group  of 
169  and  first  in  her  wave  of  50  in  the  swim 
(half-mile),  in  the  top  third  in  the  bike  ride 
(15  miles),  and  28th  in  her  age  group  in  the 
run  (3.1  miles).  She  completed  the  race  in 
one  hour,  41  minutes,  14  seconds. 

This  was  her  10th  race  supporting  the 
Susan  Komen  Foundation.  In  addition,  she 
has  participated  in  four  races  for  the  Ludlow 
Boys  and  Girls  Club,  and  one  that  was  a 
fund-raiser  in  Sharon,  MA. 

"I  had  always  been  active  in  competi- 
tive sports  since  I  was  young,"  said  Daley. 
"Once  I  graduated  from  college,  I  decided 
that  I  needed  to  find  something  else  that 
would  challenge  me  and  be  fun.  I  read 
about  the  Danskin  Triathlon  (held  in  Mas- 
sachusetts) in  a  magazine  and  gave  it  a 
shot." 

In  the  past  12  years,  these  races  have 
grown  from  having  hundreds  of  partici- 
pants to  attracting  thousands.  "The  first 
time  I  competed,  I  didn't  know  what  to  ex- 
pect, so  i  wouldn't  let  anyone  come  watch 
me.  I  was  so  nervous  that  I  got  up  at  3:30 
a.m.  to  drive  to  the  site  and  was  the  first 
person  there.  My  roommate  came  for  the 
end  of  the  race  and  brought  me  lunch. 
Now  I'm  lucky  to  have  the  support  of  my 
husband,  parents,  and  in-laws  for  my 


races  every  year.  It's  great  to  finish  and  see 
them  waiting  for  me,"  she  remarked. 

Daley  makes  every  effort  to  compete  in 
races  that  support  worthy  causes. 

"Most  of  the  races  benefit  excellent 
causes,  which  is  an  added  bonus,"  she 
stated.  "In  1999, 1  lost  my  best  friend  (Erina 
Conti)  to  lung  cancer  and  got  thinking 
about  how  most  people  I  knew  were 
touched  by  cancer  in  some  way.  Compet- 
ing in  these  races  was  another  way  that  I 
could  couple  my  love  for  sport  with  hon- 
oring my  friend,  and  all  those  who  strug- 
gle with  the  disease." 

Daley  especially  enjoys  both  the  Dan- 
skin  and  She  Rox  triathlons  because  all 
the  competitors  are  female. 

Observes  Daley,  "It  is  inspiring  to  see 
so  many  women  come  together  for  a  great 
cause  and  to  encourage  one  another.  It 
is  the  perfect  mix  between  competitive 
drive  and  a  feeling  of  sisterhood.  There 
are  women  of  all  ages  who  compete  and 
a  number  of  them  are  breast  cancer  sur- 
vivors. It  is  really  moving  to  be  part  of 
those  races." 

For  Daley,  such  competition  requires 
year-round  preparation.  "I  train  by  doing 
spinning  classes  as  well  as  riding  my  bike 
outside,  running,  and  swimming.  I  also  lift 
weights,  do  Pilates,  and  yoga.  I  have  found 
that  stretching  and  flexibility  becomes 
more  important  each  year,"  she  said. 

As  a  former  standout  swimmer  at 
Springfield  College,  Daley  naturally  enjoys 
that  component  of  the  triathlons  the  most. 
"It's  my  favorite  because  I'm  most  com- 
petitive in  that  segment,  and  when  I'm  in 
'swimming  shape,'  I  feel  really  good.  In 
swimming,  it's  just  you,  the  water,  and 
your  competitors.  I  enjoy  riding  my  bike 
for  leisure  and  I  do  push  myself  to  be  com- 
petitive, but  I  joke  that  it  gives  me  a  chance 
to  sit  down  between  my  swim  and  run.  I 
have  been  happy  that  my  running  has  im- 
proved for  the  past  12  years  as  well,"  she 
said  proudly. 


Sarah  Kelly  Stays  Focused 
and  Determined 

Intensity  made  Sarah  Kelly  a  three-time  All- 
American  field  hockey  player  at  Springfield 
College.  Today,  that  determination  makes  her  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with  when  competing  in 
sprints  or  half  iron-mans  throughout  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  half  iron-man  races  which  include  a  1.2- 
mile  swim,  56-mile  bike  ride,  and  then  a  13.1- 
mile  run  are  grueling  events;  that's  why  Kelly  rel- 
ishes them.  She  has  been  competing  for  eight 
years  in  both  sprints  and  half  iron-man's. 

This  summer  Kelly  participated  in  three 
races,  the  Mooseman  Half  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  Holliston  Tri  and  Greenfield  Interna- 
tional events,  both  in  Massachusetts.  In  the  fall 
she  competed  in  the  Chicopee  Sprint. 

Routinely,  she  works  to  compete  in  four- 
five  races  each  summer  with  the  half-iron  as 
the  focus  of  her  training.  "I'm  fortunate  to  be- 
long to  a  fantastic  tri  club,  Cyclonaut  Multi- 
sport  here  in  Springfield.  I'm  able  to  train  with 
phenomenal  athletes,  including  Steve  Roulier 
who  works  in  Marketing  and  External  Affairs  at 
the  College.  Every  opportunity  I  get  to  train 
with  them  makes  me  better,"  says  Kelly. 

Training  with  athletes  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  helps  Kelly  keep  her  workouts 
motivating  and  fun.  Much  of  the  motivation 
and  inspiration  comes  from  my  team.  The  play- 
ers train,  play,  and  prepare  incredibly  hard.  I  ask 
them  to  push  themselves  past  limits  they  never 
thought  they  would  ever  be  able  to  surpass. 
Their  desire  to  be  better,  their  work  ethic,  and 
their  success  inspires  me.  If  they  can  put  in  the 
time  and  effort,  so  can  I,"  Kelly  stated. 
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AIumniNews 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


Alumni  in  Manhattan 


Charlie  Frueh  'Al/H'Ol  (middle)  with  Honor  Flight 
New  England  founder  Joe  Byron  and  his  assistant 
Sheila  Peters. 

Veteran  Charlie  Frueh  '41/H'01 
Takes  a  Flight  into  History 

Nearly  70  years  ago,  Charlie  Frueh  '41/H'01,  fresh 
out  of  college,  joined  millions  of  other  Americans 
in  defending  our  country,  serving  for  four  years 
in  the  Army  in  World  War  II.  But  he  never  got  to 
see  the  National  World  War  II  Memorial  in  Wash- 
ington, DC— until  June  20,  2010. 

Frueh  joined  24  other  World  War  II  veterans  in  an 
all-expenses-paid  trip  to  see  several  war  memo- 
rials, along  with  the  Changing  of  the  Guard  at  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery,  courtesy  of  the  non- 
profit organization  Honor  Guard  New  England  of 
Hooksett,  NH. 

After  visiting  the  World  War  II  Memorial,  the  vet- 
erans traveled  to  the  Korean  War  Memorial,  the 
Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier,  the  Iwo  Jima  Me- 
morial, and  the  Air  Force  Memorial. 

During  the  return  trip  to  the  airport,  the  group 
was  surprised  with  "Mail  Call,"  in  which  every 
veteran  received  a  package  containing  letters 
from  family  and  friends.  Frueh's  package  in- 
cluded a  letter  from  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio. 

"You  are  a  shining  example  of  the  hard-working 
men  and  women  from  America's  Greatest  Gen- 
eration who  built  this  country  into  the  great  na- 
tion it  is  today,"  wrote  President  Caprio.  "When 
it  came  time  to  answer  the  call  of  duty  to  defeat 
fascism,  you  responded." 


More  than  35  alumni  and  friends  attended  the  New  York  Alumni 
Reception  October  21  at  City  Crab  in  Manhattan.  Greg  Mechaber 
'88  helped  organize  the  event,  which  provided  guests  with  the 
opportunity  to  catch  up  with  old  friends  and  network  with  fellow 
alumni. 


Mentoring  Tomorrow's  Engineers 

The  eighth  annual  Engineering  Mentoring  Program  Kick-off  Dinner  on  October  7 
brought  together  40  alumni  and  140  first-year  students  at  Rivers  Memorial  Hall.  The 
event,  sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Association,  presents  a  forum  for  initial  communi- 
cation between  engineering  majors  and  their  alumni  mentors.  The  Engineering  Men- 
toring program,  a  component  of  the  First  Year  Engineering  program,  is  a  valuable  re- 
source that  matches  students  with  industry  professionals  to  better  understand  the 
engineering  field,  explore  career  paths,  build  professional  and  personal  contacts,  and 
develop  supportive  relationships.  The  mentors  provide  insight  into  how  engineering 
concepts  apply  in  the  real  world,  and  what  to  expect  not  only  in  their  studies  over  the 
next  four  years,  but  also  following  graduation. 

Contact  Assistant  Dean  Richard  Grabiec  at  413-782-1271  to  learn  more  about 
becoming  a  mentor. 


Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wnec.edu/alumni.  View  the  photo 
.Eirtraiy    album/slide  shows  of  the  New  York  Alumni  Reception,  the  Engineering  Mentoring  Dinner,  and  the  Alumni  Association  trips  to 
Fenway  Park.  Read  the  entire  story  of  Frueh's  Honor  Flight. 
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Fore!  a  good  time  and  a  good  cause. 
Supporting  a  student  scholarship. 


The  43rd  Annual 
Alumni  Golf  Tournament 

May  27,  2011 
Wyckoff  Country  Club 
Holyoke,  MA 
10:00  a.m.  Shotgun  Start 

For  details  contact  Kristina  Oleksak 
at  koleksak@wnec.edu  or  413-782-1557. 


St  year's 
ampions  with 
;or  and  Coach  Bill 
l-R)JeffRenaud 
'96,  Downes,  and 


Alumni  Pilgrimages  to  Fenway  Park 
Draw  Sox  Faithful 

Kevin  Youkilis  provided  the  clutch 
at-bats  twice  during  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation Trip  to  Fenway  July  17. 
With  two  outs  and  a  runner  on 
third  in  the  ninth  inning  he  clubbed 
the  game-tying  double,  and  in  the 
11th  he  pushed  the  Red  Sox  past 
the  Texas  Rangers,  3-2,  with  a 
game-winning  sacrifice  fly. 

Even  though  the  Red  Sox  lost  by 
an  identical  score  to  the  Toronto 
Blue  Jays  on  the  second  Alumni  Association  Fenway  Trip  on  Sep- 
tember 18,  participants  had  a  good  time  getting  reacquainted,  both 
at  the  game  and  at  the  pre-game  reception  at  the  Baseball  Tavern. 
Pictured  are  Emily  Peck  '10  and  Olivia  Mazzarella  '10. 


Attention  Classes  of  2009, 2007, 
2005, 2001,  and  1986:  Take  the 
Alumni  Survey  Online! 

Alumni  from  these  select  classes  can  now  fill  out  the  Alumni 
Survey  online  at  www.wnec.edu/alumni.  We  want  your  input! 
The  survey's  purpose  is  to  assess  your  college  experience, 
keep  the  Alumni  Association  up-to-date  on  your  life  since  grad- 
uation, and  help  us  develop  future  programs  for  the  College  and 
alumni.  Completing  the  survey  should  take  about  10  minutes. 
The  Office  of  Alumni  Relations  is  here  to  serve  you:  please  take 
a  few  moments  to  let  us  know  about  your  needs  and  interests. 

Your  updated  response  will  ensure  that  you  will  receive  our  in- 
formative mailings  and  emails  in  a  timely  manner,  and  help  you 
to  network  with  other  alumni  or  locate  your  classmates  more 
easily  on  our  online  directory.  Also,  the  collective  data  will  help 
us  to  provide  statistical  information  for  the  College's  accredi- 
tation and  external  reporting,  which  influences  our  national  rep- 
utation. Contact  Kathy  Pappas  G'98,  director  of  alumni  relations, 
at  kpappas@wnec.edu  or  413-782-1478. 


Buy  Alumni  Apparel  and  Support  Student  Programs 


Show  your  school  pride  and  support  the  Alumni  Association  Grants 
Program  through  the  purchase  of  our  new  Western  New  England 
College  Alumni  Apparel.  Check  out  our  baseball 
caps  and  winter  toque  hats,  as  well  as  T-shirts,] 
hooded  sweatshirts,  polo  shirts,  windbreakers,' 
and  sweatpants.  All  the  proceeds  from  these  fash- 
ionable items  support  the  Alumni  Association 
Grants  Program,  which  allocates  funds  to  student 
organizations  on  campus. 


In  the  past  four  years,  the  Alumni  Association  has  awarded  over 
$126,000  in  grants,  which  are  funded  by  income  from  the  Association's 
royalty/affinity  program  with  Liberty  Mutual  Home  and  Auto  Insurance, 
as  well  as  the  Alumni  Association  Amazon  Associates  Program,  which 
allows  you  to  make  your  amazon.com  purchases — and  at  the  same  time 
support  student  organizations. 

Find  out  more  about  these  programs  by  clicking  on  the  "Benefits 
and  Services"  link  in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website: 
www.wnec.edu/alumni. 
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ClassNotes 
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Stay  Connected! 

Send  your  class  note  to: 
Office  of  Alumni  Relations 
Western  New  England  College 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 
Fax:  413-796-2219 
Email:  alumwnec@wnec.edu 


1969 

BILL  LITTLE  (MBA)  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  vice  president  of  sales  for 
the  Rutland  Fire  Clay  Company  in 
Rutland,  VT.  He  joined  the  company 
in  2008  as  national  accounts  manager. 
Little's  career  in  the  hardware  and 
home  center  industries  began  after 
his  four-year-long  stint  as  an  officer  in 
the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  spent  14  years 
with  American  Hardware/ServiStar 
in  personnel,  sales  management,  and 
as  general  manager  of  the  paint  divi- 
sion. He  then  became  owner/operator 
of  two  hardware  stores  and  a  rental 
yard  in  Chapel  Hill,  NC.  His  experience 
also  includes  heading  marketing  and 
sales  with  a  caulking  and  adhesive 
company  that  was  eventually  pur- 
chased by  Sherwin  Williams. 

1970 

KENNETH  M.  SCHMIDT  (MBA)  was 
elected  co-vice  chair  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Rutgers,  The  State  Uni- 
versity of  New  Jersey.  Schmidt  is  the 
former  managing  director  of  Dillon 
Read  &  Co. 

1971 

LESLIE  LOHNES  (managementyG'73 
MBA),  human  resource  manager  at 
Dielectrics  in  Chicopee,  MA,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Goodwill  Industries  of  the  Pioneer 
Valley.  Lohnes  has  more  than  25 
years  of  experience  working  at  Di- 
electrics, where  he  is  responsible  for 
developing,  implementing,  and  coor- 
dinating policies  and  programs  cov- 
ering all  aspects  of  employment, 
compensation,  insurance  and  health 
benefits,  training,  and  development. 

1972 

KEN  GILBERT  (psychology)  reports 
that  he  has  opened  his  own  book- 
bindery,  and  is  in  the  business  of 
bookbinding  and  book  repair  in 
Shrewsbury,  MA.  Gilbert  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  bookbinding  program  at 


the  North  Bennet  Street  School,  an 
internationally  renowned  craft  and 
trade  school  in  Boston. 

1978 

RORY  M.  WALSH  (mathematics,)  a 
retired  U.S.  Marine  captain,  was  re- 
cently awarded  the  Korean  Defense 
Service  Medal  for  his  numerous 
tours  of  duty  on  the  Korean  penin- 
sula. Walsh  served  in  Iraq  in  1991 
and  became  severely  ill  from  the 
smoke  and  flames  from  the  Kuwait 
oil  fires,  and  while  serving  numer- 
ous days  drenched  in  oil  from  those 
same  fires.  Walsh  also  served  in  the 
Philippines  from  1986  to  1989  and 
was  decorated  for  his  efforts  in  the 
counter-insurgency  operation  against 
the  communist  guerrillas,  who  have 
been  waging  a  41-year-old  Maoist 
rebellion  that  has  claimed  thousands 
of  lives.  Walsh,  a  former  Golden  Bear 
basketball  player,  now  wears  nine 
full  medals  and  14  ribbons  that  in- 
clude six  personal  awards.  "Regards 
to  Coach  Downes  and  Dr.  Theulen," 
he  writes. 


Afterthe  Gulf  War  ended  in  1991,  "the 
Iraqis  wanted  their  broken  tanks  back," 
writes  retired  U.S.  Marine  Captain  Rory 
Walsh  (pictured).  "So  it  fell  to  me  to 
pick  up  their  transporters,  guide  them 
through  the  minefields,  and  escort  them 
back  once  they  picked  up  their  tanks." 
Iraqi  soldiers  are  pictured  in  the  back- 
ground with  their  T-55  tank. 


1979 

JOHN  D.  BUTLER  (mechanical  engi- 
neering) earned  his  Ph.D.  in  Education 
in  December  2009,  and  in  April  was 
awarded  the  Kappa  Delta  Pi  2010  Out- 
standing Doctoral  Dissertation  award 
at  the  University  of  Rhode  Island.  His 
dissertation  was  entitled  "Exploring 
Some  Inattended  Affective  Disorders 
in  Performing  Nonroutine  Mathemati- 
cal Tasks."  Butler  attributes  his  suc- 
cess "to  the  education  I  received  at 
Western  New  England,"  he  writes.  He 
is  the  inventor  of  15  U.S.  patents  in 
the  electrical  wire  processing  industry 
and  the  cofounder  of  the  Mechtrix 
Corporation  in  Wisconsin.  In  2001  he 
embarked  on  a  career  change,  earning 
a  Master  of  Arts  in  Teaching  Mathe- 
matics from  Providence  College  in 
2003.  He  now  teaches  at  Beacon  Char- 
ter High  School  in  Woonsocket,  Rl.  He 
is  the  father  of  three  children,  and  has 
one  grandchild. 

1980 

JIM  JENKS  (accounting)  is  a  vice 
president  and  executive  producer  for 
MLB.com  in  its  multimedia  depart- 
ment. His  career  as  a  sports  journalist 
began  in  1979  with  The  Morning 
Union  newspaper  in  Springfield. 

1982 

WENDY  CORRELL  (sociology/G'84 
MBA)  is  the  executive  director  of  the 
Ann  Arbor  (Ml)  Public  Schools  Edu- 
cational Foundation.  After  college, 
she  began  working  in  the  healthcare 
field.  She  eventually  joined  the  foun- 
dation as  a  board  member  for  three 
years.  She  was  named  executive  di- 
rector in  2006  and  has  overseen  a 
large  expansion  in  the  number  of 
grants  the  foundation  has  awarded  to 
area  schools  for  supplemental  pro- 
grams—from S35,000  in  2006  to 
$130,000  by  2009. 


JOHN  HULIK  (government)  was  re- 
cently appointed  as  a  policy  advisor 
(Human  Services,  Children,  and  Fam- 
ilies) to  New  Jersey  Governor  Chris 
Christie. 

BONNIE  MALLEY  (accounting)  is 
an  executive  vice  president  of  The 
Phoenix  Companies,  Inc.  in  Hartford. 
She  is  responsible  for  human  re- 
sources, administrative  services, 
and  corporate  real  estate.  Malley 
joined  Phoenix  in  1985  as  a  staff 
auditor,  progressed  through  a  series 
of  promotions  within  the  securities 
accounting  and  investment  account- 
ing functions,  and  was  named  vice 
president,  corporate  finance  in  1998. 
She  was  named  senior  vice  presi- 
dent and  chief  accounting  officer  in 
2001.  She  assumed  responsibility  for 
Human  Resources  in  August  of  2002. 
She  was  promoted  to  her  present 
position  in  2008. 

SUSAN  M.  WENNINGER-HARRIS 

(MBA)  has  co-owned  Cody-Harris 
Photography  (www.codyharris.com) 
for  15  years.  "We  photograph  wed- 
dings all  over  the  country,  have  an  in- 
door and  outdoor  portrait  garden, 
and  also  maintain  a  successful  school 
photography  division  called  Caring 
Hearts,"  she  writes.  Wenninger-Har- 
ris is  married  to  Jerome  K.  Harris  Jr. 
They  have  a  son,  Jerome  III,  who  en- 
tered the  Santa  Monica  Scholars  Pro- 
gram at  Santa  Monica  (CA)  High 
School  this  past  fall. 

1984 

NICHOLAS  MASSA  (electrical  engi- 
neering/G'86  electrical  engineering)  a 
faculty  member  at  Springfield  Techni- 
cal Community  College,  received  the 
2010  Educator  Award  from  the  Inter- 
national Society  for  Optical  Engineer- 
ing in  recognition  of  his  "multiple 
contributions  to  optics/photonics  ed- 
ucation over  the  past  23  years,"  he 
writes.  He  was  recognized  for  "edu- 
cating, mentoring,  and  preparing 
hundreds  of  college  students  for  the 
workforce;  teaching  in-service  teach- 
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ers  and  technicians  in  the  industry; 
developing  new  instructional  materi- 
als; and  coauthoring  a  user-friendly 
introductory  optics  textbook." 


1987 


ANNETTE  (PIGHETTI)  JUSSAUME 

(mechanical  engineering)  was  ap- 
pointed general  manager,  Pratt  & 
Whitney  Small  Military  Engines.  She 
is  responsible  for 
the  development 
oftheHPWSOOO 
Program  advanced 
turboshaft  engine 
being  developed 
with  Honeywell 
through  the  Ad- 
vanced Turbine  Engine  Company 
joint  venture. 

GEOFFREY  MacDONALD  (MBA)  was 
recently  appointed  business  adminis- 
trator for  the  Hopkinton  (MA)  Public 
Schools,  where  he  was  previously 
the  director  of  finance.  Prior  to  that, 
he  was  the  senior  financial  manager 
for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts' Division  of  Capital  Asset  Man- 
agement. He  worked  at  Raytheon  in 
Wayland,  MA,  earlier  in  his  career. 

THOMAS  ROBERT  (accounting)  has 
been  appointed  senior  vice  president 
and  chief  financial  officer  of  the  Sis- 
ters of  Providence  Health  System  in 
Springfield.  He  served  as  director,  fi- 
nancial and  treasury  services,  and 
has  worked  at  the  system  since  1992. 
Robert  previously  was  senior  auditor 
at  Coopers  and  Lybrand  (now  Price- 
waterhouseCoopers),  where  he  led 
audit  teams  working  with  healthcare 
and  not-for-profit  clients. 


1988 


DAVID  HENDERSON  (MBA)  was  re- 
cently named  chief  operating  officer 
of  IkaSystems,  a  provider  of  enter- 
prise-level Web-based  technologies 
for  the  healthcare  payer  market.  For 
over  20  years,  he  has  focused  on  the 
rapid  growth  and  successful  operation 
of  all  components  of  the  healthcare 
delivery  system.  Henderson  was  for- 
merly executive  vice  president  and 
chief  marketing  officer  for  MVP  Health 
Care.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  senior  vice 
president  and  chief  marketing  officer 
for  Capital  District  Physicians  Health 
Plan  in  Albany,  NY.  He  also  held  se- 
nior management  positions  at  Group 
Health  Inc.  and  HealthFirst,  both  in 
New  York  City,  and  CIGNA-Health- 
source-CMCH  in  Worcester,  MA. 


AMY  B.  LEWIS  (marketing/G'OO  MBA) 
has  joined  Hoffmaster  Group,  Inc.,  as 
sales  and  marketing  manager — Hoff- 
master Healthcare.  Hoffmaster,  lo- 
cated in  Oshkosh,  Wl,  is  a  manufac- 
turer of  specialty  disposable  and 
traytop  products.  From  her  office  in 
western  Massachusetts,  she  is  re- 
sponsible for  identifying  and  taking 
action  on  realizing,  defining,  and  de- 
veloping products,  services,  and  pro- 
gram opportunities  related  to  the 
healthcare  market.  She  works  closely 
with  cross-functional  teams  to  de- 
velop and  implement  business  level 
strategies  to  ensure  proper  position- 
ing. Prior  to  joining  Hoffmaster,  she 
^^^^^^^^  was  a  product 
^^^^^^^^1  manager  for  the 
^^I^^^^H  Dinex 
^^^r|^^H  of  Carlisle  Food- 
I^B  'r^^^^H  Service  Products. 

^aj^^^  Lewis,  a  member 
^     I  of  the  College's 

Board  of  Trustees, 
is  a  past-president  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  She  currently  serves  on 
the  Alumni  Association  Grants  Team, 
Golf  Committee,  and  is  chairperson 
of  the  Nominating  Team. 


1990 


TIM  CASEY  (government)  was 
named  president  of  the  Boston  Secu- 
rities Traders  Association.  Casey,  a 
sales  trader  at  Seacoast  Partners  in 
Boston,  was  previously  a  director  of 
sales  trading  at  Soleil  Securities  in 
Boston,  and  had  worked  on  the  buy- 
side  at  Standish,  Ayer  &  Wood  for 
two  years,  after  10  years  at  Cowen  & 
Co.  in  New  York  City  as  a  sales  trader. 


Tim  Casey  '90,  president  of  the  Boston 
Securities  Traders  Association,  rings 
the  opening  bell  at  the  Boston  Stock 
Exchange  on  August  24, 2010. 


Caitlin  Cobello  Aldridge  06 

Fifth  Grade  Math  Teacher 
KIPP:  Tech  Valley  Charter  School 
Saratoga  Springs,  NY 

Caitlin  Cobello  Aldridge  '06,  a  graduate  of  the  English  program,  is  in  her 
third  year  on  the  faculty  of  KIPP:  Tech  Valley  Charter  School  in  Albany, 
NY,  one  of  a  nationwide  network  of  99  inner-city  college-preparatory 
charter  schools  dedicated  to  preparing  students  in  underserved  com- 
munities for  success  in  college  and  in  life.  The  KIPP  network  was  fea- 
tured in  Davis  Guggenheim's  documentary  Waiting  for  Superman. 

Describe  a  typical  day  in  your  current  position. 

"School  hours  are  7:15  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  as  well  as  Saturday  school  10 
times  a  year  and  we  begin  school  in  August.  I  teach  three  90-minute 
sections  of  math  to  inner-city  children  who  came  into  our  school  in  the 
19th  percentile  nationally.  When  I  am  not  direct-teaching,  I  am  doing 
small  group  supervising,  running  a  study  hall,  or  leading  a  club  (Envi- 
ronmental Action  Club  and  Girls  Club)." 

How  does  KIPP  differ  from  traditional  public  schools? 

"Students  must  'earn'  everything  from  their  chairs,  to  their  classrooms, 
to  their  KIPP  uniform  shirts.  They  do  this  by  making  good  choices  and 
being  nice  to  one  another.  School  hours  and  the  number  of  days  in 
school  are  much  more  frequent  than  in  the  traditional  public  school.  The 
students  are  treated  with  respect,  fairness,  and  given  additional  support. 
The  focus  is  college.  Each  student,  if  asked,  can  tell  you  the  year  they  will 
begin  college." 

What  attracted  you  to  teach  at  a  school  like  this? 

"The  main  thing  that  attracted  me  to  KIPP  was  the  focus  on  the  students 
and  data.  Student  artwork  is  displayed  around  school  and  students  act 
as  ambassadors  to  provide  visitors  with  detailed  tours.  The  school 
works  together  with  the  students  and  parents  to  create  a  welcoming 
school  community." 

How  did  Western  New  England  College  prepare  you  for  your 
present  position? 

"The  Department  of  English,  in  particular.  Professor  Chip  Rhodes  and 
Professor  Jeffrey  Yu,  exemplified  professionalism  yet  compassion  and 
understanding  that  I  hoped  to  use  to  make  me  a  better  teacher." 

What  made  you  decide  to  attend  Western  New  England  College? 

"I  was  contacted  by  Coach  Aimee  Klepacki  while  in  high  school  about 
playing  lacrosse.  Out  of  all  the  coaches  I  spoke  with  she  was  the  only  one 
who,  when  I  said  I  was  attending  a  different  school,  wished  me  luck  and 
said  if  anything  happened  to  give  her  a  call.  I  ended  up  transferring  and 
remembered  the  respect  and  sincerity  of  my  conversations  with  her,  vis- 
ited the  school,  and  was  welcomed  into  the  community." 
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1991 

KAREN  HUBBARD  (MBA)  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Braintree  (MA) 
Board  of  Health.  She  is  a  registered 
nurse  at  Highlands  Elementary 
School.  Before  joining  the  school 
system,  she  worked  as  a  staff  nurse, 
assistant  nurse  manager,  and  nurse 
manager  at  the  Floating  Hospital  for 
Infants  and  Children  of  the  Tufts  Med- 
ical Center  in  Boston.  The  Braintree 
resident  had  also  worked  as  a  visiting 
nurse  for  the  South  Shore  VNA  in 
Massachusetts. 

RICHARD  SWEENEY  (marketing), 
a  driver  sales  representative  for 
Con-way  Freight,  was  named  Massa- 
chusetts Driver  of  the  Year  by  the 
Massachusetts  Motor  Transportation 
Association  (MMTA).  Sweeney  re- 
ceived the  honor  at  MMTA's  recent 
annual  banquet  in  Waltham,  MA.  He 
was  previously  recognized  as  Driver 
of  the  Year  in  2008.  Sweeney,  who 
lives  in  Chicopee,  MA,  is  based  at 
Con-way  Freight's  Springfield  ser- 
vice center.  He  has  worked  for  the 
company  for  24  years  and  recently 
reached  the  milestone  of  one  million 
miles  of  safe  driving.  A  frequent 
participant  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Truck  Driving  Championships, 
he  has  advanced  to  the  National 
Truck  Driving  Championships  five 
times,  winning  second  place  in  the 
Flatbed  division  in  2009.  Sweeney 
is  married  and  has  two  children. 

1992 

RICHARD  A.  MADAMBA  (MBA) 
was  appointed  senior  vice  president- 
Aerospace  and  Defense,  at  AMETEK 
in  Pioli,  PA.  Madamba  previously 
served  as  vice  president  and  general 
Manager,  Maintenance,  Repair  and 
Overhaul,  for  the  company.  He  joined 
AMETEK  in  2005  as  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  Thermal 
Management  Systems  within 
AMETEK  Aerospace  and  Defense, 
following  more  than  20  years  with 
United  Technologies,  where  he  most 
recently  had  been  general  manager 
of  the  Global  Compressor  Business 
for  Carrier  Corporation,  a  United 
Technologies  subsidiary. 


1993 

TODD  R.  SHELANSKY  (accounting) 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Connecti- 
cut Society  of  Certified  Public  Ac- 
countants to  serve  as  a  member  of  its 
Advisory  Council 
for  the  2010-2011 
year.  Shelansky  is 
currently  a  man- 
ager for  the  Farm- 
ington,  CT,  ac- 
counting firm  of 
Harper  &  Whitfield. 

BRIAN  WARYCK  (mechanical  engi- 
neering), a  certified  practitioner  in 
prosthetics,  was  appointed  to  the 
staff  at  Advanced  Arm  Dynamics 
(AAD)  in  Redondo  Beach,  CA.  Waryck 
works  with  the  AAD  clinical  team  at 
Walter  Reed  Army  Medical  Center 
and  at  AAD  centers  in  three  other 
states.  He  spent  the  first  six  years  of 
his  career  as  a  prosthetist  with 
Shriners  Hospitals  for  Children  in 
Springfield,  followed  by  managing  a 
clinical  office  for  NEBCO  Prosthetics 
and  Orthotics  in  Nashua,  NH.  His 
most  recent  position  was  as  a  pros- 
thetist and  practice  manager  with 
Hanger  Prosthetics  and  Orthotics  in 
Cleveland. 

1994 

CLAUDIA  BURCKE  (government)  is 
managing  director  of  business  devel- 
opment for  Greater  Rochester  (NY) 
Enterprise.  "I  work  with  a  team  that 
markets  the  nine-county  Greater 
Rochester  region  to  businesses,"  she 
writes.  "I  manage  relationships  with 
corporate  executives,  site  selectors, 
and  regional  economic  development 
officials  in  order  to  attract,  retain,  and 
expand  private  companies." 

JOHN  TULLOCK  (MBA)  was  recently 
named  Kalypso  Media  USA's  head 
of  sales  for  North  America.  The  com- 
pany, which  specializes  in  the  pub- 
lishing of  interactive  media,  primarily 
computer  games,  is  headquartered 
in  Ridgewood,  NJ.  Tullock  most  re- 
cently served  as  national  account 
manager  at  The  American  Game  Fac- 
tory, where  he  headed  sales  efforts 
for  all  of  North  America. 


1996 

RYAN  J.  BLAIR  (marketing)  was  pro- 
moted to  director,  product  manage- 
ment, at  ShelterLogic  LLC  in  Water- 
town,  CT.  The  company  designs, 
manufactures,  and  distributes  such 
outdoor  products  as  storage  shelters, 
canopies,  garages,  and  greenhouses. 

KEVIN  McCOY  (communication)  co- 
founded  the  meal  planning  website 
CooksAid.com.  Powered  by  nutrition 
experts,  the  site  features  timely  arti- 
cles, hundreds  of  recipes,  weekly 

blog  entries,  and  a 
weekly  menu.  "Our 
goal  is  to  make  it 
easy  for  people  to 
prepare  healthful 
meals  at  home," 
writes  McCoy. 

JODI  RATHBUN-BRIGGS  (account- 
ing) recently  graduated  from  the 
American  Bankers  Association 
Stonier  National  Graduate  School  of 
Banking,  an  intensive  three-year  pro- 
gram for  bank  executives  in  Philadel- 
phia. Rathbun-Briggs  is  vice  presi- 
dent of  commercial  banking  at 
Legacy  Banks,  which  is  headquar- 
tered in  Pittsfield,  MA.  She  began  her 
career  at  Legacy  in  2000  in  the  Risk 
Management  Division  and  transi- 
tioned into  The  Commercial  Group  in 
2004  as  an  assistant  vice  president  of 
commercial  lending  and  was  pro- 
moted to  vice  president  in  2007.  A 
certified  public  accountant,  Rathbun- 
Briggs  earned  Certified  Fiduciary  and 
Investment  Risk  Specialist  designa- 
tion from  the  Cannon  Financial  Insti- 
tute at  Pepperdine  University.  She  re- 
sides in  Great  Barrington,  MA,  with 
her  husband. 

GUIDA  R.  SAJDAK  (accounting)  was 
appointed  chief  financial  officer  of 
Chicopee  Bancorp,  Inc.,  the  holding 
company  for  Chicopee  Savings  Bank. 
Sajdak  began  her  banking  career 
there  in  1989  and  the  Ludlow,  MA, 
resident  was  most  recently  senior 
vice  president  of  finance. 


Diversity  Bir 

vBusi 

ityBusine: 


1997 


BILL  BRIGGS  (social  work)  is  the  ex- 
ecutive director  of  Parents,  Families, 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 
(PFLAG),  Metro  DC  Chapter.  He  previ- 
ously worked  as  a  program  director 
at  Northern  Virginia  AIDS  Ministry  in 
Falls  Church,  VA. 


Steven  J.  Negron  '92  (MBA),  president 
and  CEO  of  Integron,  LLC,  accepts  an 
award  recognizing  Integron  as  being 
ranked  14th  among  the  Top  100  Diver- 
sity Owned  Businesses  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Presenting  the  award  are  Kenton 
J.  Clarke,  founder  and  CEO  of  Diver- 
sity.com,  and  Ericka  Dunlap,  Miss 
America  2004,  at  Diversity.com's  Eighth 
Annual  Multicultural  Business  Confer- 
ence on  April  24, 2010,  at  Disney's 
BoardWalk  Resort  in  Orlando,  FL 

1998 

THOMAS  W.  WRIGHT  (MBA)  has 
been  named  executive  director  of 
Stonebridge  at  Montgomery,  a  senior 
citizen  living  community  in  Skillman, 
NJ.  His  responsibilities  include  over- 
seeing Stonebridge's  daily  opera- 
tions, as  well  as  the  services  pro- 
vided to  the  community's  249 
residents.  He  will  also  provide  leader- 
ship to  a  team  of  200  employees. 

1999 

PETER  WACK  (criminal  justice  admin- 
istration) was  appointed  police  chief 
in  the  town  of 
Sandwich,  MA. 
Wack  has  23  years 
experience  as  a  mu- 
nicipal and  state  po- 
lice officer,  includ- 
ing 20  years  with 
the  Connecticut 

State  Police,  a  force  he  joined  in 
1990  after  serving  as  a  police  officer 
at  Plymouth  State  College,  and  in 
Farmington,  CT.  He  was  promoted  to 
sergeant  in  1997  and  to  lieutenant  in 
2002,  after  which  he  served  as  a  com- 
manding officer  in  Hartford,  Litch- 
field, and  North  Canaan. 
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2000 


Tom  Skypek  '05 

National  Security  Consultant 
Booz  Allen  Hamilton 
Fairfax  County,  VA 

Tom  Skypek  graduated  in  2005  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Political 
Science.  He  currently  works  as  a  national  security  consultant  for  Booz 
Allen  Hamilton  in  McLean,  VA. 

What  are  your  main  responsibilities  in  your  position? 

"I  provide  decision-support  services  to  federal  government  clients 
in  the  national  security  community.  These  services  include  analyti- 
cal studies  and  scenario-based  planning  activities  such  as  wargam- 
ing.  My  responsibilities  typically  include  policy  analysis  and  program 
management.  I've  supported  research  and  analysis  efforts  on  a 
range  of  issues  including  military  requirements  and  weapons  ac- 
quisition, the  future  of  conventional  warfare,  terrorism,  and  weapons 
of  mass  destruction.  However,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  I  am  a  man- 
agement consultant  and  my  primary  objective  is  to  help  my  clients 
plan  for  an  uncertain  future  and  to  optimize  their  resource  invest- 
ments." 

Have  you  always  been  interested  in  this  type  of  work? 

"My  work  at  Booz  Allen  enables  me  to  combine  my  longtime  inter- 
ests in  politics,  international  affairs,  and  management.  I  work  with 
intellectually  stimulating  people  on  very  difficult  problems  of  na- 
tional importance.  I  find  my  career  to  be  very  rewarding,  both  pro- 
fessionally and  personally." 

How  did  Western  New  England  prepare  you  for  this  position? 

"I  received  a  top-notch  liberal  arts  education  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land. The  rigorous  curriculum  and  outstanding  professors  I  had 
made  me  a  stronger  thinker  and  communicator.  I  was  exposed  to  a 
broad  array  of  disciplines  and  developed  critical  reasoning  skills. 
Through  my  participation  in  extracurricular  activities — serving  as 
chairman  of  the  College  Republicans  and  as  editor  of  Vox  Populi— 
I  was  able  to  hone  my  communications  skills  and  build  important 
management  skills.  These  activities  served  as  on-the-job  training  that 
prepared  me  for  my  current  position." 

Who  was  your  most  influential  professor? 

"It  would  be  tough  to  name  one  professor.  Several  professors 
influenced  me  and  made  me  a  stronger  thinker.  Peter  Fairman,  Don 
Williams,  Vladimir  Wozniuk,  Glen  Ebisch,  and  John  Baick  really 
stand  out  in  my  mind.  Each  of  them  was  genuinely  invested  in  my 
growth  as  a  student  and  pushed  me  to  consider  issues  from  differ- 
ing perspectives." 


CRAIG  M.  NAKASHIAN  (history) 
was  recently  hired  as  an  assistant 
professor  of  history  at  Texas  A&M- 
Texarkana. 

MICHEALT  STRATTON  (integrated 
liberal  studies),  an  assistant  profes- 
sor of  managennent  at  Hood  College, 
was  honored  with  the  Organizational 
Behavior  Teaching  Society's  New  Ed- 
ucator Award  at  the  organization's 
annual  conference  last  June.  The 
award  recognizes  an  individual  who 
has  demonstrated  early  career  prom- 
ise for  creating  new  ways  of  thinking 
about  and  practicing  management 
sciences.  Stratton  was  cited  for  cre- 
ativity in  linking  emotion  and  tech- 
nology to  the  education  process,  his 
dedication  to  student  learning,  and 
excellent  teaching  evaluations.  He 
has  taught  at  Hood  since  2006. 

2001 

IGNACIO  GARCIA  (mechanical 
engineering),  is  a  managing  partner 
of  Haiti  Ventures  (www.haitiven- 
tures.com),  a  social  seed  investment 
firm  that  is  engaged  in  identifying, 
funding,  and  incubating  entrepre- 
neurs in  Haiti.  The  firm  was  birthed 
from  the  tragic  earthquake  in  that 
country  in  January  2010.  Garcia's 
professional  experience  has  been  in 
the  energy  industry  at  Shaw  Group, 
Inc.  He  has  also  directed  and  codi- 
rected  the  pre-startup  phase  of 
different  business  ventures,  ranging 
from  digital  media  to  global  com- 
mercial trade.  He  is  also  pursuing 
his  MBA. 


2003 


GEORGE  BATTLE  (law  enforcement) 
was  promoted  from  lieutenant  to 
captain  in  the  Connecticut  State  Po- 
lice, and  has  been  assigned  to  be 
deputy  commanding  officer  of  West- 
ern District  headquarters.  A  trooper 
for  more  than  22  years,  he  was  com- 
manding officer  for  Troops  A,  I,  and 
W  and  was  chief  of  staff  of  the  office 
of  administrative  services. 

MELISSA  G.  MacLEOD  (law  enforce- 
ment) has  joined  the  Law  Offices  of 
Paul  R.  Tardif  Esq.  in  Yarmouthport, 
MA,  as  an  associate.  Her  practice 
will  focus  on  family  law,  estate 
planning,  real  estate,  and  probate 
estates.  She  has  worked  as  a  parale- 
gal for  13  years,  the  last  seven  of 
them  for  Tardif. 


2004 

JENNIFER  IHUSMER)  GREEN  (com- 
munication) is  communications 
coordinator  for  RCAP  Solutions  in 
Gardner,  MA.  Previously  a  marketing 
specialist  at  Digital  Federal  Credit 
Union,  she  lives  in  Sterling,  MA. 

CHRISTINE  MAGNACCA-MORAN 

(liberal  studies),  a  real  estate  profes- 
sional, is  now  affiliated  with  Robert  P 
Molta-Carlson  GMAC  Real  Estate. 
She  lives  in  Wilbraham,  MA. 

2005 

MELISSA  STONE  (general  business) 
was  named  pricing  and  planning 
manager  for  DIY  Network.  She  was 
previously  an  account  service  repre- 
sentative for  Turner  Broadcasting  Inc. 
She  lives  on  the  Upper  East  Side  in 
New  York  City. 


2008 


STEPHANIE  GANSER 

(marketing  communi- 
cation/advertising) is  a 
residence  life  coordina- 
tor at  Wake  Forest  Uni- 
versity. "I  am  in  charge 
of  upper-class  students 
(Continued) 
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Goes  Global 

The  Communicator  'is  a  great 
traveling  companion.  Send  us 
photos  of  you  reading  your 
alumni  magazine  around  the 
globe.  Pictured  here  is  its  editor 
Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'lO,  on 
a  trip  to  London  with  business 
students  in  the  Sophomore  Ex- 
perience Abroad  program. 


www.wnec.edu/alumni    I  35 


who  live  on  campus,"  she  writes.  "I 
work  with  the  judicial  system,  super- 
vise seven  graduate  students,  and 
manage  budgets.  I  actually  work  with 
another  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege grad:  Jeff  Tate  '07!" 

COREY  MOTT  (ed- 
ucation/history) is  a 
kindergarten 
teacher  at  the  Mary 
Morrisson  School 
in  Groton,  CT.  Mott 
was  a  2008  Alumni 
Association  Royal 
Skookum  award  winner. 

MARC  MURPHY  (sport  management) 
is  a  fire  and  safety  con- 
sultant for  Cintas  Fire 
Protection  in  Plainville 
CT.  Marc,  previously 
assistant  district  man- 
ager for  ADP  Payroll 
and  HR  Solutions,  lives 
in  Springfield. 

NICK  NEWELL  (communication)  is  a 
Mixed  Martial  Arts  (MMA)  competitor 
with  a  3-0  record  as  a  155-pounder. 
He  was  2-1  as  an  amateur,  and  his 
five-fight  winning  streak  has  includ- 
ing bouts  lasting  less  than  10  min- 
utes combined.  He  has  gained  some 
media  attention  because  of  his  suc- 
cess despite  having  been  born  with 
congenital  amputation — his  left  arm 
ends  just  after  the  elbow.  Newell 
trains  at  the  Fighting  Arts  Academy 
in  Springfield  and  Ultimate  MMA  in 
North  Haven,  CT. 


DIANA  SIGONA 

(sport  manage- 
ment) has  taken  on 
a  role  at  E*TRADE 
Financial  Corpora- 
tion. In  her  new  po- 
sition as  a  global 
events  coordinator,  Diana  "will  be 
working  closely  with  a  small  team  to 
plan,  organize,  and  execute  business 
and  industry  events  and  conferences 
domestically  and  internationally,  as 
well  as  assisting  with  the  media  rela- 
tions efforts  for  the  company,"  she 
writes.  Previously,  Sigona  was  a  pub- 
lic relations  coordinator  at  FTI  Con- 
sulting. She  lives  in  Manhattan. 


2009 


MIKE  OKEN  (business  administra- 
tion) has  been  promoted  to  merchan- 
dising product  manager  at  KMC  Mu- 
sic in  Bloomfield,  CT.  He  joins  the 
company's  merchandising  team, 
which  is  responsible  for  developing 
product  opportunities  and  promo- 
tions. He  began  his  career  with  KMC 
in  2001  as  a  call  center  representa- 
tive. Most  recently,  he's  handled  mar- 
keting projects  for  Hamer  Guitars  and 
Groove  Tubes.  He  is  currently  an 
MBA  student  at  his  alma  mater. 

EMILY  PECK  (accounting)  is  a  tax  as- 
sociate at  PricewaterhouseCoopers  in 
Boston.  "I  work  on  a  specialty  group 
called  Tax  Function  Effectiveness," 
she  writes.  "We  focus  on  tax  function 
best  practices  and  work  with  clients 
across  all  industries  to  implement 
these  practices." 


AMANDA  POYANT  (histon/)  is  an 
Americorps  fellow  in  Maine,  splitting 
her  time  between  the  Deer  Isle-Ston- 
ington  Elementary  School  (DISES)  in 
Deer  Isle,  and  the 
Island  Community 
Center  (ICC)  in 

Stonington.  Poyant    ^^■n.  ^ 
assists  with  tech- 
nology develop- 
ment and  Integra-  ^^^^U^^A 
tion  at  both  DISES  ^■^•^^ 
and  ICC,  as  well  as  helps  with  pro- 
gram development  and  enhance- 
ment. "I  see  this  program  as  an  op- 
portunity to  not  only  use  the  skills  I 
have  gained  thus  far  in  my  life,  but 
also  as  a  chance  to  continue  cultivat- 
ing my  tools  and  prepare  me  for  fu- 
ture endeavors,"  she  writes. 

2010 

KRISTIN  DZIADUL  (marketing  com- 
munication/advertising) was  awarded 
Inbound  Marketing  Certification  by 
Inbound  Marketing  University,  which 
offers  training  and  certification  for 
marketing  professionals.  This  certifi- 
cation acknowledges  Dziadul's  profi- 
ciency in  inbound  marketing  princi- 
ples that  include  blogging,  search 
engine  optimization,  social  media, 
lead  conversion,  lead  nurturing,  and 
closed-loop  analysis. 

WINTER  FONTAINE  (marketing  com- 
munication/advertising) is  the  educa- 
tion coordinator  for  the  Realtor  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Pioneer  Valley  in 
Springfield. 


LAUREN  GAFFNEY  (history)  is  an 
afternoon  program  coordinator  at 
The  Bellwether  School,  a  holistic 
education  school  in  Williston,  VT,  for 
students  in  early  childhood  through 
grade  six. 

ASHLEY  LaROCQUE  (marketing  com- 
munication/advertising) was  ap- 
pointed as  a  public  relations  and  mar- 
keting coordinator  for  Six-Point 
Creative  Works  in  Springfield. 

MEGHAN  McNATT  (political  science) 
is  an  administrative  assistant  for 
Gilman  Gear,  a  sports  practice  equip- 
ment manufacturing  company  in 
Bozrah,  CT. 

OLIVIA  MAZZARELLA  (marketing 
communication/advertising)  was 
recently  hired  as  sales  coordinator 
at  the  Connecticut 
Convention  Center 
in  Hartford.  Along 
with  assisting  con- 
vention and  cater- 
ing sales  managers, 
Mazzarella  is  re- 
sponsible for  creat- 
ing marketing  publications,  process- 
ing expense  and  sales  activity 
reports,  formatting  license  agree- 
ments and  addendums  for  various 
accounts,  and  mailing  sales  kits  to 
prospective  clients.  "It  is  encouraging 
to  know  that  my  experience  at  West- 
ern New  England  College  prepared 
me  for  this  challenging,  yet  reward- 
ing, career  opportunity,"  she  writes. 


Births 


Julia  Marie  Pantera,     Dylan  Joseph 


William  John 


Finn  Patrick  Moriarty,    Michael  Barton 


Nicole  Ellen  Lucivero,   Olugbenga  Daniel 


January  24,  2010  to      Comarotti,  May  15,      St.  Peter,  February  4,    March  19,  2010  to 


Haskell,  April  4,  2010    May  15,  2010  to  Mary  Adeoyin,  June  30, 


John  Pantera  '01  and 

Allison  Pantera. 


2009  to  Shannon 
(Greco)  Comarotti 

'01  and  Matthew 
Comarotti. 


2010  to  Nicole  (Puza)    Heidi  (O'Neill)  Mori-     to  Christi-Lynn  (Don-    Beth  (Moynahan) 


St.  Peter  '06  and 

William  St.  Peter  Jr. 


arty  '99  and  Robert 
Moriarty.  (Stacey 
Mayer  Lee  '98  and 
Oenise  Flanigan 
Stone  '98  were  pres- 
ent during  Finn's 
birth.) 


ahue)  Haskell  06  and 
John  "Bart"  Haskell 

'07. 


Lucivero  '94  and 

Frank  Lucivero. 


2010  to  Olalekan 
"Lincoln"  Adeoyin 

'09  and  Funmi 
Adeoyin. 
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Marriages 


Julie  Surridge  07  and  Ryan  Turner 

'08,  June  27,  2009  in  Yorkville,  IL 

Jacqueline  Maw  '03  and  Thomas 
Ward,  April  17,  2010  in  Coventry,  Rl 

R.J.  Strangis  III  G'02  and  Kendra 
Hotte,  April  24,  2010  in  New  Bedford, 
MA 

Stormy  Zink  07  and  Matthew 
Mascitelli  '07,  April  30,  2010  in 
Monroe,  CT 

Erika  Pansius  G'09  and  Matthew 
Pafford,  May  15,  2010  in 
Sinnsbury,  CT 

Jennifer  Husmer  '05  and  Andrew 
Green,  June  12,  2010  in  Falmouth, 
MA 

Kristin  Thornton  '07  and  Rob 
Hensinger  '07,  June  26,  2010  in 
Bedford,  NH 

Richard  J.  Booth  '91  and  Dr.  Deneene 
Doyker,  April  26,  2010  in  Las  Vegas 

Tapleigh  Fallon  00  and  Jason 
Niethamer,  October  2,  2010,  in 
Baltimore 

Emily  Peck  '09  and  Kyle  Ingersoll, 
October  2,  2010  in  Milford,  MA 

Daniela  Riccardi  '04  and  Benjamin 
Brunese  '01,  October  11,  2009  in 
Monroe,  CT 


FALLON  (L-R)  Somer  (Donovan)  Szarlacki  '01,  Bride  Tapleigh     HUSMER  (L-R)  Stu  Husmer  '75,  Jennifer  Husmer  '05,  Andrew 

Green,  and  Julie  (Widmayer)  Husmer  '75.  (Jennifer's  parents 
met  as  students  at  Western  New  England  College!) 


(Fallon)  Niethamer  '00,  and  Jessica  (Janes)  Schoolcraft  '00 


ZINK  AND  MASCITELLI  (L-R)  Kacey  Agnew  '06,  Wanda-LiI  Kearns,  Elisa  Lavicka  '07,  Lisa  Mascitelli,  Audrey  Kelton  '07,  Jackie 
Mackner,  Bride  Stormy  Zink  '07,  Lily  Kearns  (flower  girl).  Groom  Matthew  Mascitelli  '07,  Rodger  Zink,  Best  Man  Alex  Potts  '07, 
Ring  Bearer  Stephen  Mackner,  Brett  Davidson  '07,  Rich  Wagner  '07,  Dan  Heyanaka,  and  Bryan  Reuther 


SURRIDGE  AND  TURNER 

Julie  Surridge  '07  and  Ryan  Turner  '0 


HENSINGER  AND  THORNTON 

Rob  Hensinger  '07  and  Kristin  Thornton  '07 


RICCARDI  AND  BRUNESE  Front  Row:  (L-R)  Melissa  (Simonelli)  Dittrich  '03, 
Patrick  Brunese  '05,  Bride  Daniela  (Riccardi)  Brunese  '04,  Groom  Benjamin 
Brunese  '01,  Kelley  (Dasso)  DeVantier  '04,  Jessica  (Baker-Fitzgerald) 
Boudreau  '01,  Mary  (Peterson)  Culver  '03  and  Jessica  Drabkin  '03.  Back  Row: 
(L-R)  Stephanie  Marek  '04,  Michael  Albano  '04,  Christopher  Muller  '02/G'Q7, 
Michael  Tedesco  '02,  Brian  Yanke  '01,  Christopher  Domans  '01,  Paul  Boudreau 
'01,  Christopher  Prescott  '01/G'07,  Rick  Culver  '99,  and  Christopher  Pivero  '02. 


www.wnec.edu/alumni    I  37 


nMemoriam 


NORMAN  J.  CLIFFORD  '52/H'Ol  (accounting)  Hampden, 
MA;  September  21,  2010.  Clifford  was  a  U.S.  Army  Veteran 
of  World  War  II,  serving  in  the  Combat  Engineers,  Euro- 
pean Theater.  He  was  employed  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  De- 
partment for  28  years,  retiring  in  1978.  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Mary;  and  two  daughters. 

ROLAND  ARTHUR  (BUD)  SWANSON  '54  (management), 
Greensboro,  NC;  September  16,  2010.  The  Agawam,  MA, 
native  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  from  1943  to  1946.  A  ser- 
geant in  Company  G,  386th  Infantry  Regiment,  he  earned 
the  following  honors  and  badges:  Combat  Infantry  Badge, 
Expert  Rifle,  Marksman  Pistol,  2nd  Class  Gunner,  Good 
Conduct  Medal,  European  African  Middle  Eastern  Theater 
Campaign  Ribbon,  Asiatic  Pacific  Theater  Campaign  Rib- 
bon, American  Theater  Campaign  Ribbon,  and  the  Victory 
Medal.  He  began  work  as  a  marketing  analyst  at  Gilbarco 
Incorporated  in  West  Springfield,  MA.  While  working,  he 
attended  night  school  at  Western  New  England  College.  In 
1966,  he  moved  his  family  to  Greensboro,  NC,  to  continue 
work  with  Gilbarco.  He  retired  in  1985.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Virginia;  and  two  sons. 

ROBERT  L.  JONES  '58/G75  (management/MBA),  Eastham, 
MA,  and  East  Longmeadow,  MA;  April  12,  2010.  For  more 
than  30  years  he  worked  at  O'Connor  Lumber  Company  in 
Westfield,  MA,  where  he  started  out  as  an  office  manager 
and  later  became  president.  After  retiring,  he  received  his 
commercial  real  estate  license  and  was  a  registered  broker 
on  Cape  Cod.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lois;  a  daughter; 
and  a  son. 


ARTHUR  A.  DUQUETTE  '60  (accounting),  Springfield,  MA; 
May  13,  2010.  Doucette  was  a  U.S.  Navy  veteran  who 
served  in  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War,  receiving  the 
Purple  Heart.  He  was  employed  for  many  years  at  O'Han- 
lon  Reports,  Inc.  as  an  insurance  inspector,  and  at  West- 
vaco  Corporation  as  a  collections  manager.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Irene;  and  a  son. 

ROBERT  F  CANNON  G'66,  (MBA),  Westborough,  MA; 
June  23,  2010.  During  the  Korean  War  he  served  in  Oki- 
nawa with  the  U.S.  Army.  Cannon  was  an  accountant 
at  United  Technologies,  Combustion  Engineering,  and 
Sprague  Electric.  He  later  became  a  controller  for  Mi- 
croTech  Manufacturing  and  the  Worcester  Business  De- 
velopment Corporation.  After  his  retirement  he  worked 
as  an  accountant  for  Parsons  Commercial  Group.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Shirley;  two  sons;  and  a  daughter. 

ABNER  A.  NYE  '66  (mechanical  engineering),  Jarrett,  VA; 
August  7,  2010.  Nye  was  an  infantry  survivor  of  the  Battle 
of  the  Bulge  in  World  War  II.  A  widower  of  his  first  wife, 
Charlotte,  he  leaves  his  wife,  Mary  Belle;  two  sons;  and 
two  stepdaughters. 

RAYMOND  M.  WYZGA  '68/G'73  (mechanical  engineer- 
ing/MBA), Enfield,  CT;  September  17,  2010.  Wyzga  began 
his  career  as  a  mechanical  engineer  at  Pratt  &  Whitney  in 
East  Hartford,  CT,  and  retired  after  35  years  as  a  senior  fi- 
nancial analyst  at  Pratt  &  Whitney's  subsidiary.  Interna- 
tional Fuel  Cells,  in  South  Windsor,  CT.  He  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  Space  Shuttle  Orbiter  fuel  cell  program. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Nancy;  a  daughter;  and  a  son. 


ALFRED  A.  LaRIVIERE  '51/H'95/H'01 
TRUSTEE 


The  Western  New  England  College  community 
lost  a  true  friend  on  July  17,  2010,  with  the  pass- 
ing of  Alfred  A.  LaRiviere.  The  longtime  trustee 
died  in  Ludlow,  MA,  at  the  age  of  93. 

"Al  has  been  such  a  presence  at  the  College  for 
over  60  years  that  his  influence  and  commitment 
will  be  felt  for  as  long  as  we  carry  him  in  our  minds 
and  hearts,"  said  College  President  Anthony  S. 
Caprio  reflecting  on  the  loss  of  his  friend.  "Al  loved 
Western  New  England,  its  students,  and  the  faculty 
and  staff  who  do  our  best  to  help  all  young  people 
develop  into  caring  adults.  He  has  been  a  role 
model  for  so  many  of  us." 

LaRiviere  was  a  1951  graduate  of  Northeastern 
University-Springfield  Division,  the  predecessor 
of  Western  New  England  College,  and  served 
on  the  Western  New  England  College  Board  of 
Trustees  from  1968  until  his  death.  He  received 
an  honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  in  1995  and 
an  honorary  baccalaureate  degree  in  2001  along 
with  his  fellow  members  of  the  Class  of  1951. 


The  LaRiviere  Living  and  Learning  Center  was 
dedicated  in  1999  in  honor  of  Al  and  his  wife 
Marian.  The  two  were  more  than  merely  names 
on  the  building — they  were  a  frequent  presence 
in  the  residence  hall,  hosting  a  reception  each 
spring  for  the  students  who  lived  there. 

"Al  LaRiviere  loved  this  college,  especially  the 
students,"  said  Tom  Wozniak,  assistant  dean  of 
students  and  residence  life.  "This  year  we  cele- 
brated the  10th  anniversary  of  'LaRiv'  (as  the 
students  call  it)  in  a  big  way.  Afterward,  Al  and 
Marian  sent  me  a  letter  and  photo  of  them  in  their 
matching  10th  year  T-shirts,  proudly  stating  they 
are  'kindred  spirits'  with  the  students  who  live 
there.  They  truly  are  and  always  will  be." 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marian;  five  daughters; 
two  sons;  and  many  grandchildren. 


\EKtralJ    Read  more  about  the  life  of  Al  LaRiviere.  Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras" 
in  the  left  column  of  the  Alumni  Website:  www.wnec.edu/alumni. 
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EDWARD  W.  CLOSTA  '69  (electrical  engineering) 
Sonnerdale,  NJ;  January  28,  2009.  Closta  leaves  his  wife, 
Betty;  and  his  son. 

ROBERT  E.  BEAULIEU  70  (industrial  engineering)  Mon- 
son,  MA;  September  21,  2010.  Beaulieu  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  from  1957  to  1959.  He  retired  from  the  Monsanto 
Company  as  an  industrial  engineer  in  1975  after  working 
in  both  Springfield  and  Bloomfield,  CT.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Carol;  a  son;  and  three  daughters.  He  was  prede- 
ceased by  a  son. 

FRED  L.  HINSON  '71  (management),  Naperville,  IL;  March 
10,  2010.  A  30-year  resident  of  Naperville  and  a  Lucent 
Technology  retiree,  Hinson  is  survived  by  a  daughter. 

EDWARD  A.  KOZIKOWSKI  '71  (accounting),  Monson,  MA; 
May  28,  2010.  At  Western  New  England  College  he  was  a 
recipient  of  the  Louis  T.  Cormier  Memorial  Scholarship 
Award  for  excellence  in  accounting.  In  1948,  he  began 
work  as  an  accountant  for  the  C.F.  Church  Company  in 
Monson,  MA.  He  remained  there  until  1953,  at  which  time 
he  began  a  long  career  at  the  Monson  Savings  Bank. 
Starting  as  a  teller,  he  was  quickly  promoted  to  assistant 
treasurer  in  1960.  In  1963,  subsequent  to  attending  the 
American  Institute  of  Banking  in  Springfield,  and  the  Su- 
pervisory School  on  Cape  Cod,  he  rose  to  the  position  of 
assistant  vice  president,  and  then  executive  vice  president. 
He  became  president  of  Monson  Savings  Bank  in  1981, 
and  he  remained  in  that  office  until  his  retirement  in  1988. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Alice;  two  sons;  and  a  daughter. 

PAUL  ANTHONY  WESTORT  G'73  (MBA),  Florence,  MA; 
June  22,  2010.  Westort  received  his  B.S.  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  from  American  International  College. 
He  worked  for  Ford  Motor  Co.  for  a  year  and  then  spent  27 
years  at  Hamilton  Standard  in  Windsor  Locks,  CT.  Westort 
was  employed  by  Kollmorgen  for  seven  years,  retiring  as 
the  vice  president  of  finance.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Nancy;  a 
daughter;  and  a  son. 

DENNIS  M.  CHAREST  '74/G'77  (industrial  engineering/ 
MBA),  Feeding  Hills,  MA;  August  15,  2010.  Charest  was 
employed  as  the  ClOA/P  of  information  technology  for 
Hamilton  Sundstrand,  retiring  in  2009,  following  35  years 
of  service.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Tricia;  a  son;  and 
a  daughter 

THEODORE  A.  "TED"  KRASTIN  '74/G'82  (accounting/M.S. 
accounting),  Hadley,  MA;  June  28,  2010.  Krastin 
received  his  associate's  degree  with  high  honors  from 
Springfield  Technical  Community  College.  He  developed 
his  career  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Rev- 
enue, where  he  held  several  positions  in  criminal  investi- 
gations, tax  auditing,  and  tax  management,  before  retiring 
in  2003.  He  was  awarded  several  distinguished  service 
awards  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Revenue. 
He  was  also  an  adjunct  faculty  member  at  Elms  College 
and  Westfield  State  College,  where  he  taught  taxation  and 
accounting.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Barbara;  and  a  daughter. 

ALAN  R.  LEVINE  '74  (history),  Deerfield  Beach,  FL; 
February  6,  2010.  After  a  few  years  working  in  New  Jersey, 
Levine  relocated  to  Florida,  where  he  worked  in  the  floor 
covering  business  with  his  father. 


CHESTER  J.  SHYLOSKI  '74  (history),  Greensboro,  NC;  May 
19,  2010.  Upon  moving  to  North  Carolina  in  1980,  Shyloski 
worked  for  Daniel  Construction  and  later  joined  IMC  Fertil- 
izer, now  Royster  Clark  Corporation.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Barbara;  two  daughters;  and  a  son. 

REZA  ALAVIAN  'G78  (MBA),  Paxton,  MA;  June  28,  2010. 
Mr.  Alavian  owned  and  operated  properties  in  the  Worces- 
ter, MA,  and  Boston  areas.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Teresa;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

STANLEY  J.  MAZUR  '78  (engineering  management), 
Indian  Orchard,  MA;  July  26,  2010.  Mazur  was  a  veteran 
of  the  World  War  II  era,  serving  with  Company  H  66th 
Infantry  Regiment.  He  was  the  co-owner  operator  of 
Mazur-Swiecanski  Builders,  and  was  a  34-year  employee 
of  Chapman  Valve  Co.,  retiring  1982  as  the  manager 
of  production  engineering.  He  later  was  an  instructor 
at  Springfield  Technical  Community  College.  He  was 
predeceased  by  his  wife,  Sophie.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters. 

NICHOLAS  J.  DELUCO  G'78  (MBA),  Easthampton,  MA; 
August  27,  2010.  DeLuco  worked  for  many  years  at  Mass- 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  he  was  a  U.S.  Navy  vet- 
eran. He  is  survived  two  daughters. 

KENNETH  HUGH  RINGLE  G'78  (MBA),  Chelmsford,  MA, 
April  16,  2010.  His  Air  Force  career  spanned  almost  21 
years,  including  assignments  at  Stewart  AFB  in  New  York, 
Truax  Field  in  Wisconsin,  Keesler  AFB  in  Mississippi, 
Lackland  AFB  in  Texas,  and  lastly  Hanscom  AFB  in  Bed- 
ford, MA.  His  most  notable  assignment  was  in  Rome, 
where  he  gave  visiting  dignitaries  tours  of  the  Vatican. 
In  June  1978,  he  retired  from  the  Air  Force  after  attaining 
the  rank  of  major,  and  then  went  to  work  in  the  private 
sector,  at  ASEC  and  then  ManTech  International  as  a  con- 
sultant. He  retired  from  the  private  sector  in  2001.  He  is 
survived  by  his  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

GARY  M.  "ZUN"  ZIENCINA  '80  (management),  Ludlow, 
MA;  April  19,  2010.  For  more  than  25  years,  Ziencina  was 
staff  member  for  State  Representatives  William  Mullins, 
Ken  Lemanski,  and  Michael  Walsh.  He  was  also  the  long 
time  chief  of  staff  for  State  Representative  Thomas  Petro- 
lati,  the  speaker  pro  tempore  of  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives. 

DONNA  L.  BERTHIAUME  G'81  (MBA),  Feeding  Hills,  MA; 
June  26,  2010.  She  worked  for  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  for 
many  years  as  an  investment  specialist,  and  most  recently 
worked  for  MetLife  Insurance.  She  is  survived  by  a  daugh- 
ter and  a  son. 

JAMES  D.  INGLEDUE  '81/G'84  (industrial  engineering/ 
M.S.  engineering),  Westfield,  MA;  June  9,  2010.  Born  in 
Philadelphia,  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  was  a 
Vietnam  War  veteran.  He  worked  at  Digital  Equipment 
Corporation  in  Westfield,  MA,  for  21  years.  Ingledue  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Linda;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

ROBERT  CARLTON  GAYNOR  G'82  (MBA),  Pocasset,  MA; 
May  19,  2010.  Gaynor  was  born  in  New  York  City  and 
grew  up  in  Melrose,  MA.  He  graduated  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1952  with  a  degree  in  economics  and  was  com- 
missioned as  an  ensign  in  the  US  Navy.  He  regularly  at- 


EUGENE  I.  ANGUS 
PROFESSOR  OF  ENGLISH 

Eugene  I.  Angus,  formerly  of  Conway, 
MA,  died  in  Northampton,  MA,  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  2010,  at  the  age  of  71,  following 
an  extended  battle  with  early-onset  de- 
mentia. A  faculty  member  of  the  School 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  since  1970,  he  was 
a  professor  of  English  and  served  as  de- 
partment chair.  He  retired  in  2004. 

After  earning  a  B.A.  in  American  history 
from  the  University  of  California,  Berke- 
ley, the  native  of  Hayward,  CA,  earned 
a  master's  degree  in  English  from  Mid- 
dlebury  College.  He  received  a  Ph.D. 
in  American  literature  from  UMass- 
Amherst  in  1973,  and  shortly  afterward 
he  was  awarded  a  Junior  Fulbright  to 
teach  at  the  University  of  Bielefeld,  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  in  residence  with 
his  family  from  1974  to  1975. 

Angus  believed  in  the  efficacy  of  experi- 
ential learning  and  challenged  his  stu- 
dents to  engage  national  issues  as  an 
integral  part  of  their  education.  After 
several  church  burnings  in  the  South  in 
1996,  he  led  a  group  of  his  students  on  a 
trip  to  Barnwell,  SC,  where  they  worked 
side-by-side  with  congregants  from 
Springfield  and  from  Barnwell  to  rebuild 
a  church  there.  At  the  height  of  the  Cold 
War,  Angus  was  active  in  local  efforts  to 
promote  nuclear  disarmament  and 
brought  these  convictions  into  his  teach- 
ing by  developing  a  course  based  on 
readings  about  the  arms  race. 

His  love  of  nature  was  equaled  by  his 
love  of  travel  and  other  cultures.  In 
1980,  he  was  among  a  small  group  of 
UMass  scholars  sent  to  teach  at  Beijing 
Normal  University  on  one  of  the  earliest 
exchanges  with  the  People's  Republic 
of  China.  As  a  Fulbright  Scholar  in  Ger- 
many, he  was  invited  to  lecture  at  sev- 
eral universities  in  Turkey.  In  more  re- 
cent years,  he  accompanied  a  group  of 
Western  New  England  College  students 
to  Israel  on  a  college-sponsored  tour. 
He  leaves  his  wife,  Carol;  and  two  sons. 
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RICHARD  LUXTON 
PROFESSOR  OF  SOCIOLOGY 

Dr.  Richard  Luxton,  a  professor  of 
sociology  for  more  than  20  years,  lost  his 
battle  with  cancer  on  October  5,  2010,  at 
the  age  of  60.  For  many  of  his  students, 
their  participation  in  his  fieldwork  on  in- 
digenous societies  in  Mexico  was  a  high- 
light of  their  College  experience. 

Professor  Luxton  is  remembered  for  his 
research  in  Mayan  studies,  which  ranged 
in  scale  from  writing  to  translating  and 
deciphering  two  Mayan  colonial  books  of 
counsel;  for  his  exploration  as  an  anthro- 
pologist studying  the  art,  life,  and  spirit  of 
the  Maya;  and  for  his  excellence  as  a 
teacher,  father,  husband,  and  son. 

Born  in  Lima,  Peru,  to  English  parents, 
Luxton  attended  Essex  University  in  Eng- 
land and  was  awarded  a  B.A.  with  honors 
in  1972.  He  earned  a  Ph.D.  in  sociology  in 
1978.  He  was  awarded  the  Poulter  Scholar- 
ship in  archaeology  from  University  of 
Essex,  1974-76;  a  British  Academy  grant, 
1979-80;  and  a  Harvard  fellowship  at  Dum- 
barton Oaks,  1981.  He  wrote  two  books 
on  the  Mayan  civilization  and  founded  the 
Latin  American  Indian  Literatures  Associa- 
tion in  San  Diego  before  becoming  a  full 
professor  of  sociology  at  Western  New 
England  College,  where  he  resided  as  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Sociology  for  many 
years.  He  also  helped  develop  the  College's 
Criminal  Justice  and  Distance  Learning 
Programs. 

During  the  past  two  decades.  Dr.  Luxton 
worked  with  Mayans  Pablo  Balam  and 
Valentino  Vargas  Chulin  to  translate  and 
decipher  two  of  the  16th  century  Mayan 
colonial  books  of  counsel.  These  texts, 
written  in  Roman  script  Maya,  are  divined 
readings  of  now  lost  hieroglyphic  texts. 
The  first  of  these.  The  book  of  Chumayel: 
the  Counsel  book  of  the  Yucatec  Maya, 
1539-1638,  was  published  in  1995.  The  sec- 
ond. The  Mayan  Book  of  the  Chilam  Balann 
of  Tizimin  Mayan  Prophecies  1539- 1800, 
will  be  published  posthumously,  as  well 
as  Dr.  Luxton's  Spanish  translation  of  the 
same  title. 

Dr.  Luxton  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Melissa; 
a  son;  and  two  daughters.  The  College  has 
created  the  Richard  Luxton  Speaker  Series 
to  honor  his  contribution. 


tended  adult  education  classes  at  Cape  Cod  Community 
College  until  his  death.  History  was  his  favorite  subject, 
and  he  published  a  scholarly  article  on  the  Pocasset  Iron 
Works  in  the  Barnstable  Patriot \n  2008.  Gaynor  held 
elected  office  on  the  planning  board  in  the  town  of 
Wilbraham,  MA,  and  also  served  on  the  Zoning  Board 
for  the  town  of  Bourne,  MA  until  his  death.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Paula;  and  four  sons 

PRESTON  H.  SMITH,  SR.  '84  (management),  Shirley, 
MA;  May  3,  2010.  An  accomplished  jazz  saxophone 
player,  Smith  grew  up  in  Chicago,  where,  as  a  young 
man,  he  worked  for  the  Chicago  Defender,  an  influential 
newspaper  for  African  American  readers.  In  1950,  he 
joined  the  Air  Force,  serving  as  a  medical  technician  for 
air  rescue  services  in  both  the  Korean  War  and  the  Viet- 
nam War.  From  1972  to  1976,  he  was  stationed  at  the 
Bitburg  Air  Force  Base  in  Germany.  In  1977,  he  retired 
from  the  Air  Force  at  the  rank  of  master  sergeant,  and 
returned  to  school  to  receive  his  associate's  degree 
from  Middlesex  Community  College.  He  then  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  management  from  Western  New 
England  College  while  working  full-time  for  Millipore 
Corporation  in  Bedford,  MA.  After  retiring  from  Milli- 
pore, he  worked  at  Ayer  (MA)  High  School  in  many  dif- 
ferent positions,  including  assistant  coach  of  the  varsity 
football  team,  and  director  of  the  jazz  band.  After  10 
years  at  the  high  school  he  retired  as  assistant  to  the 
principal.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mariam;  two  sons; 
and  two  daughters. 

KATHLEEN  SHELLY  DRISCOLL  G'85  (MBA),  Bernard, 
ME;  May  6,  2010.  A  native  of  New  York  City,  Driscoll 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Massachusetts  with  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  food  science.  She  worked  as  a  sen- 
ior manager  for  H.R  Hood  Dairy  Corp.,  in  Boston.  She 
also  worked  at  Bar  Harbor  Bank  &  Trust  as  a  bank  officer 
while  attending  the  New  England  School  of  Banking  at 
Williams  College.  Driscoll  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Frederic;  and  two  daughters. 

CHERYL  A.  SULBORSKI-FRASCO  '85/G'90  (accounting/ 
MBA),  Shelton,  CT;  April  13,  2010.  Since  2006,  Sulborski- 
Frasco  was  vice  president  of  human  resources  for  Terex 
Inc.  in  Westport,  CT.  Prior  to  joining  Terex,  she  served  in 
the  same  capacity  for  the  power  and  automation  tech- 
nology group  ABB  from  1988  to  2005  in  both  Norwalk, 
CT,  and  Raleigh,  NC.  Sulborski-Frasco  leaves  her  hus- 
band, William;  and  her  two  sons. 

THOMAS  M.  GILL,  III  '87  (electrical  engineering), 
Chicopee,  MA;  August  10,  2010.  In  1985,  Gill  received  an 
associate's  degree  in  Engineering  and  Science  from 
Springfield  Technical  Community  College.  He  began  his 
career  in  the  Science,  Engineering  and  Mathematics  De- 


partments at  Holyoke  Community  College  (HCC).  Since 
1998,  he  was  a  computer  analyst  for  the  Information 
Technology  Division  at  HCC. 

RICHARD  D.  HALEY  '63  (finance),  Springfield,  MA;  July 
12,  2010.  He  served  his  country  at  the  U.S.  Navy  Subma- 
rine Fleet  in  New  London,  CT.  He  was  employed  for 
35  years  as  a  sales  engineer  at  the  Hamilton  Standard 
Company  and  retired  in  1992.  He  was  predeceased  by 
a  son.  Haley  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Beverly;  four  sons; 
and  two  daughters. 

CANDICE  A.  (BASSANI)  MARTIN  '95  (mechanical  engi- 
neering), Southwick,  MA;  March  27,  2010.  Martin  gradu- 
ated from  Holyoke  Community  College  in  1987.  She 
went  on  to  a  career  at  the  former  Monsanto  Company, 
International  Fuel  Cells,  and  Hamilton  Sundstrand.  She 
is  a  past  president  of  the  Western  New  England  Section 
of  the  Society  of  Plastics  Engineers.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  Kenneth;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

ROY  LEE  PATTERSON  '95  (management),  Stephens  City, 
VA;  March  19,  2010.  He  served  during  the  Vietnam  and 
Gulf  Wars  as  a  senior  master  sergeant  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  from  1973  until  his  retirement  in  1995,  and  re- 
ceived numerous  medals  and  awards.  In  addition,  he 
served  as  commander  of  the  Civil  Air  Patrol,  Phoenix 
Squadron,  in  Front  Royal,  VA.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Bon- 
nie; and  two  sons. 

MICHAEL  V.  BURKE  '98  (general  business),  Stratford, 
CT;  May  5,  2010.  The  Houston  native  received  his  culi- 
nary degree  from  the  Center  of  Culinary  Arts  in 
Cromwell,  CT.  Burke  was  a  sales  representative  of  the 
Massachusetts  specialty  food  company  Sid  Wainer  & 
Son.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Karen;  and  two  sons. 

MAURICE  C.  FLAHERTY  G'OO  (MSCJA),  Norwell,  MA; 
June  9,  2010.  Flaherty  was  a  retired  captain  detective  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department.  Formerly  of  Dorchester, 
MA,  he  leaves  his  wife,  Helen;  and  two  sons. 
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Remember  When...? 

Tracing  the  Origins  of  Campus  Traditions 


With  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  charter  for  Western  New  England  College  fast  approaching,  and  the  new  Center 

ically  changing  the  appearance  of  the  campus,  one  question  is  reverberat- 
len...?"  Given  the  nostalgic  tenor  of  that  query,  7776  Communicator  offers 
or  select  traditions  that  have  withstood  the  test  of  time! 


Distinguish  yourself  in  the  crowded 
job  market  with  an  advanced  degree 
from  Western  New  England  College. 


tural  programming  for  its  increasingly  resi- 
dential population.  Some  activities  were 
added  just  for  fun.  Tlie  first  Bed  Race  was 
conducted  on  Windham  Road  during  wliat 
was  then  known  as  Parents  Weekend.  Orig- 
inally called  the  Plymouth  Hall  Bed  Race, 
and  in  later  years,  the  RHA  Bed  Race,  the 
event  was  held  Saturday  morning.  In  that 
first  year,  the  Plymouth  entry  took  a  stunning 
last  place  "victory."  Hampden  Hall  claimed 
the  championship,  calling  themselves  "Best 
in  Bed!"  The  event  is  still  held  each  fall;  this 
year's  Family  and  Friends  Weekend  featured 
the  27th  Bed  Race! 


ail  Bail 

1991,  to  raise  funds  for  senior  program- 
ing, the  Senior  Class  sponsored  a  Jail  Bail, 
hile  the  AHLC  campaign  was  underway 
nd  the  Campus  Center  was  renovated  to 
erve  students  better,  participants  paid  $3  to 
ave  someone  "arrested"  for  warrants  such 
s  cheating  on  Weight  Watchers,  turning  in 
late  paper,  etc.  The  warrants  could  be 
ut  for  anyone  on  campus,  students,  staff, 
r  faculty.  Senior  "police  officers"  brought 
arrested"  parties  to  a  "bondsman  judge." 
'ollege  nurse  Kathy  Reid,  who  "tried"  them 
nd  if  they  could  not  post  bond,  ordered 
f  nem  incarcerated  in  a  wooden  "jail"  con- 
itructed  by  seniors  in  the  newly  renovated 
ampus  Mall  area.  Using  a  phone  in  the 
^^iail."  the  "inmates"  could  call  friends  to 
lost  a  non-refundable  "bail."  The  fundraiser 
'as  so  successful  that  it  has  been  repeated 
for  the  last  19  years,  although  the  "bonds- 
man judge"  has  often  changed  and  cam- 
pus police  have  "helped"  to  round  up  the 
culprits. 


hand  painted  tattoos,  water  wars  (with  giant 
slingshots  shooting  water-filled  balloons), 
and  of  course  the  requisite  feast.  Later  Sep- 
temberfest  became  Octoberfest,  and  in  2004, 
when  CO. RE.  had  become  the  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board  (CAB),  it  became  WNEC- 
palooza,  now  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
semester. 


Midnight  Madness 


WNECpalooza 


In  1992,  the  Student  Senate  and  CO. RE.  in- 
troduced an  Autumn  Outing  featuring  a  hot 
air  balloon,  a  giant  air  bounce,  volleyball, 
and  a  barbeque.  The  event  was  so  success- 
ful that  it  was  repeated  in  1993  on  the  Tundra 
as  Septemberfest,  adding  a  live  band,  a 
bungee  run,  a  jumping  house,  speed  pitch. 


Since  2003  Midnight  Madness  has  been  the 
kickoff  event  to  the  winter  sports  season.  A 
collaborative  effort  between  the  Department 
of  Athletics  and  the  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties, the  combination  pep  rally  and  Clash  of 
the  Classes  serves  to  introduce  the  winter 
sports  teams  as  well  as  to  allow  the  four 
classes  to  vie  for  being  the  one  with  the  most 
spirit.  Each  class  wears  identifying  colors  and 
gathers  points  by  participating  in  competitive 
activities  such  as  rope-pulls,  basketball  con- 
tests, dizzy-bat  relay  races,  and  choreo- 
graphed class  council  dances,  all  the  while,  in 
the  background,  radio  station  WNEK-FM  DJs 
provide  music.  Throughout  the  Madness, 
classes  can  also  accumulate  class  spirit  com- 
petitive points  by  excelling  in  cheering 
velocity.  At  the  end  of  the  evening,  the  points 
are  tallied  and  a  winner  is  declared. 
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Upcoming  Events 
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Tuscany,  Italy 


In  2011  the  Western  New  England 
College  Alumni  Association  will  offer 
two  trips  abroad.  The  first  adventure 
will  be  a  river  cruise  through  Holland 
and  Belgium  April  9-17.  The  second 
trip,  August  10-19  to  Tuscany,  Italy, 
will  include  six  nights  in  Cortona 
and  two  in  Florence. 

Look  for  more  information  in 
the  left  column  of  the  Alumni 
Website  (www.wnec.edu/alumni) 
or  contact  Kristina  Oleksak  at 
koleksak@wnec.edu  or 
413-782-1557. 


January  22 

Men's  and  Women's 
Basketball  Reunions 
Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center 

Swim  Team  Reunion 
Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center 

February  1 

Law  and  Business  Center 
for  Advancing  Entrepre- 
neurship  Speaker  Series: 
Peter  Russo — Director, 
Entrepreneurship  Pro- 
grams, Boston  University 
School  of  Management 
Institute  for  Technology 
Entrepreneurship  &  Com- 
mercialization 

February  12 

Baseball  Reunion 

February  16 

Alumni  Dinner  Reception 
with  President  Caprio 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 


February  1 

Alumni  Dinner  Reception 
with  President  Caprio 
Delray  Beach,  FL 

March  27 

Alumni  Afternoon 
at  the  Falcons 
MassMutual  Center 

April  6 

Alumni  Dinner  Reception 
with  President  Caprio 
Boston,  MA 

April  9-17 

Alumni  Association  Trip 
to  Holland  and  Belgium 

April  13 

Law  and  Business  Center 
for  Advancing  Entrepre- 
neurship Speaker  Series: 
Karl  Okamoto — Associate 
Professor  of  Law  and 
Director  of  the  Business 
and  Entrepreneurship 
Law  Concentration,  Earle 
Mack  School  of  Law  at 
Drexel  University 


April  14 

Alumni  Appreciation 
Dinner 

Rivers  Memorial  Hall 
April  29 

Mark  Coffey  Memorial 
Golf  Outing 

East  Mountain  Country 
Club 

Westfield,  MA 
May  7 

Master's  Degrees 

Celebration 

Rivers  Memorial  Hall 

May  10-19 

Alumni  Association  Trip 
to  Tuscany,  Italy 

May  21 

Undergraduate,  Doctoral, 
and  Law  Commencement 

May  27 

Alumni  Golf  Tournament 
Wyckoff  Country  Club 
Holyoke,  MA 


For  details  on  alumni  events,  contact  Kristina  Oleksak  at  koleksak@wnec.edu. 


